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Cover Photo:
Kenton Melton helping with takehome supplies during the medical
brigade in Honduras.
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esus said that the work of the Holy
Spirit at Pentecost would empower
believers to keep reaching farther with
the gospel until they reach the farthest
part of the earth.
EFM began as an evangelistic association that sent “Pentecostal bands” of
evangelists to minister within the U.S. The
vision continued to grow, and the association became a sender of foreign missionaries with the commissioning of the Lewis
Glenn family to Egypt.
Since then we have built large ministries in several countries, but we cannot stop there or be satisfied to operate
effective ministries that serve only those
areas. The need to keep reaching farther is
divinely written into our ministry’s DNA.
Reaching farther means that we never
stop thinking about the three billion people
who have not been reached with the gospel. It means that we spread out maps and
look at countries with strange names, giving
special attention to the 10/40 Window,
where most of the unreached people live.
Reaching farther also means taking
another look at the places where we have

served for decades, asking how we can
reach out in new ways to populations that
are being missed. It means finding ways
to empower and motivate field churches
(whether ours or others) to plant churches
and become missionary senders.
The efforts of EFM to reach farther can
be summarized with the following five
points. EFM is:
Equipping and sending American missionaries.
Since 1905 EFM has sent
more than 120 missionary families
or individuals. We continue to recruit, and
two new missionary families are currently preparing to go to countries in the
10/40 Window.
Missionaries with Bible college training and ministry experience are especially equipped to strengthen national
churches and mentor national leaders.
We invite Bible college students and people already in ministry to consider helping with the startup of new international
ministries. We guarantee their support
and will help them navigate transition to
a foreign environment.
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unreached. This way we partner
with the churches already there.
We are opening new fields with
local ministry leaders who have a
vision to provide ministry training
to the churches throughout their
country. The goal is to train and
motivate churches to evangelize
their areas and send missionaries to
unreached areas.
Our method is to start with a
limited budget that supports a small
central team and headquarters. The
institutes started throughout the
country are locally funded and locally directed. The goal is that an extensive network of training sites will
continue to grow without a large
increase of the mission budget. Liberia and Ivory Coast are examples
of countries where we have started
a network of training sites.
Selection of local representatives is based on individuals’ evangelical testimonies, zeal, and ministry reputations (that they have good
influence, are known for honesty,
and have servant attitudes). Rarely
will they already be familiar with our
doctrinal distinctives and lifestyle
practices, but they stand out from
the churches of their culture in their
emphasis of faithful living and good
worship practices.
Equipping and sending entrepreneurs
and professionals as
missionaries.
At least 80% of the unreached
people of the world live in countries
where missionary work is illegal.
That means that Americans cannot
go to live there with the obvious purpose of being missionaries. However, entrepreneurs and professionals
of most occupations are welcomed
in developing countries. Sending
professionals and businessmen as
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missionaries broadens the pool of
potential missionaries enormously
and enables us to face the reality of
restricted countries. These recruits
can be rapidly trained in missionary
methods and culture without spending years in Bible college.
Professionals can find employment with existing companies in
developing countries. Business
entrepreneurs who come invest in
these countries, boost the economy,
generate taxable revenue, and employ nationals are quite welcomed.
Christian professionals and
entrepreneurs in restricted countries daily have opportunities to
demonstrate and explain their faith
to people who might not otherwise
ever talk to a Christian. Christian
professionals and businessmen can
teach and inculturate principles of
work ethics, business ethics, virtues, and customer service that are
based on Christian truth. Nationals
observe the practical value of these
principles and want to better understand Christianity.
Throughout history, cross-cultural missionaries have shared the
gospel as they have met temporal
needs by providing medical care, education, and many forms of poverty
relief. Missional professionals and
businessmen today follow a similar
approach, gaining opportunities for
the gospel by meeting important
needs in hard-to-reach settings.
EFM is prepared to help inquirers find available professional employment positions. We can provide
examples of businesses started for
the purpose of mission.
We are living in a world of
great need and great opportunity. With God’s guidance and the
support of faithful friends we will
continue to reach farther.
December 2021

..........
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Establishing ministries
that meet the needs of
communities.
Evangelical missions
have a long history of demonstrating God’s love by responding to
social and physical needs. While
EFM is not primarily a humanitarian
organization, we have ministries
that meet community needs for the
sake of the gospel. Examples include a school in Guatemala, a medical center in Honduras, business
management consulting services in
Asia, and Awake Café coffee shop
in Detroit.
We continue to expand these
community ministries and look for
new ways to serve through locally
sustained enterprises.
Partnering with established fields for missionary sending.
The church associations in our established fields are
already doing ministry training,
evangelism, and church planting in
their own countries. For example,
the churches in Egypt, Guatemala,
and Honduras are currently planting new churches without supervision or financial resources from
EFM. We plan to partner with them
(with training and support) to send
missionaries to other countries. For
these churches to be true senders
means that they will recruit and
approve missionary candidates,
participate in their training, and
commit to their financial support.
The missionaries they send will
report to them.
Training believers near
the unreached.
The best way to multiply pastors, evangelists,
and missionaries for the unreached
is to train the Christians nearest the
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2021 Medical Brigade

Honduras Medical
Brigade Testimonies
The best news is that many
souls were brought to Jesus!
We served over 1200 patients
during the week, all of whom
were given the gospel message.
Over 30 people committed their
lives to Christ during the week,
and I have been told that many
others have been saved in one
of the villages as a result of this
year’s brigade.
DR. DAVID BOARDMAN

Dr. David Boardman with a child

From Daniel Melton
The September 2021 EFM medical team was a huge
blessing to many. We were able to attend 1229 people
throughout the week that the team was here in Honduras.
We visited 4 communities and also attended our Honduran
ministry workers. We had a total of 18 medical personnel
and translators fly in from the States, and the Schaper family
drove in from Guatemala to help with the operations and
translation (they were a huge blessing). I believe that 41 people went out in the brigade every day. We are thanking the
Lord that everyone came, that we were able to serve so many
people, and that everyone was able to test negative before
flying home.

From Daryl Hobbs, NP

As a former long-term missionary to Haiti, it was a new
experience for me to go on a short-term medical mission trip.
When I was invited to go on this trip to Honduras, I immediately felt a desire to do it. I loved the beautiful mountains, the
flowing rivers, the smiles and greetings of the people that we
met along the way...
It was great to be a part of the team as we went to the
different villages, seeing patients and doing our best to
meet their needs. We often had opportunities to pray with
them, letting them know how much Jesus cares about them
personally.
I really enjoyed the fellowship of the team, and especially my time with the Meltons and Schapers. I felt right at
home with the long-term missionaries as we shared stories
of missionary life and how God’s grace has always brought us
through difficult situations. It was a blessing to be a part of
this trip!

Daniel Melton with one of the boys who received a new
backpack for school

Yay for school supplies!

From Dr. David Boardman

Dr. David Boardman listens to a patient’s heart
December 2021
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It was my privilege to participate in my eleventh medical brigade in Honduras this September. Honestly, as we
approach the date of our departure, I am always filled with a
little bit of apprehension. Will we all arrive on time? Will our
luggage get through? Will we be hassled by customs agents?
Will the team members blend? Will the roads be too bad?
So many questions… and this year we had a few more: Will
the team members all get negative COVID tests? Will someone get sick on the trip? How will I care for them in a thirdworld environment? But guess what… All of my fears and
anxiety were in vain! By the grace and mercy of God, we all
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Honduras Medical Brigade Testimonies

Pastor Amaldo and his wife Eddie

Kristyn Schaper (right) interpreting for Karen Walden (left)

arrived safely, stayed healthy, and had another great brigade.
Praise God!
I am always amazed and thankful for the team members
that join us for the medical brigade. Year after year, great
and talented people from around the country volunteer their
time to bring medical care to very needy people in remote
villages of Honduras. We were blessed this year with a very
hard-working team that willingly performed any task that was
asked. This year was obviously a little more challenging as we
tried to respect COVID-19 prevention protocols and segregate
our patients who had suspicious symptoms. Fortunately,
the infection rate was relatively low in the villages where we
served, and our team accommodated to the situation quite
well. A big “Thank you!” to all of the team members for a
job well done! This year we were privileged to have a newly
trained physician, Dr. Allister Morazan, join our team. He was
such a blessing. Likely our relationship with him will open
other doors for our missionary Daniel Melton and for his
vision of providing Hondurans with medical care.
The best news is that many souls were brought to Jesus!
We served over 1200 patients during the week, all of whom
were given the gospel message. Over 30 people committed
their lives to Christ during the week, and I have been told that
many others have been saved in one of the villages as a result
of this year’s brigade. Our special thanks to Pastor Amaldo
and his wife Eddie for their hard work in evangelizing the
adults and children for the week. I am always humbled with
the realization that God uses our simple labors in the brigade
to bring so many souls to Christ!
The medical brigade is obviously a huge undertaking.
It takes months of careful preparation and strategizing by
Brother Melton, months of planning by the team members,
and lots of hard work and donations from our friends around
the country. Thanks to all of you for your personal investment in the medical brigade. May God bless all of you for
your labors and sacrifice. No doubt many Honduran souls will
meet us in Heaven some day because of your involvement!

From McKendra Shearer
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Melodie Sankey with a few young ladies
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For the past several years I have heard stories of previous
medical brigades from individuals in my church, and I always
dreamed of going myself. This past year, I decided that I was
finally going to be one of the ones to return home with the
stories. I am currently a senior in nursing school, and I work as
a patient care technician at my local hospital.
As an unlicensed provider, I was able to assist the Honduran triage nurses in collecting blood pressure readings

for each of our patients before they were seen by a nurse or
physician. Out of the 1229 patients we were able to see in four
clinic days, I took approximately 800 blood pressure readings!
When I came home and told my coworkers that number, they
“informed” me that I would be doing all of their manual blood
pressures from then on, since I am obviously now the expert.
Perhaps my most memorable experience of this trip
occurred at our fourth clinic in El Colirio. I made friends with
8-year-old Daniella after she approached me about wanting
her own Bible. We were able to have a conversation (with my
broken Spanish), and I was soon surrounded by her siblings
who each wanted their own Bibles as well! They were each
so appreciative to have their own, and their faces lit up with
excitement when they showed their family and friends
what they had received! Daniella and her sister stayed by
my side for the remainder of the day and showed me their
school rooms.
In return, I taught them how to play the game “hot
hands,” which they thought was the greatest thing ever.
When it was finally time for us to leave, each of the kids gave
me a big goodbye hug, and Daniella whispered, “Adios. Te
amo.” (“Bye. I love you.”) It immediately brought tears to my
eyes to know that giving this little girl a Bible and taking the
time to love on her had meant so much to her.
Early on in the week Brother Melton made a statement
that stuck with me: “The medical help we give them may
last for 30 days, but the spiritual help they receive can last an
eternity.” The people of Honduras were so happy with so little
and were truly appreciative of every little help we gave them.
God met with us in those mountains, and I fell in love with
the people and country of Honduras that week. I learned a lot
and can’t wait to be able to go back next year, Lord-willing,
as a nurse.

McKendra Shearer with Daniella

Children’s service on a clinic day

From Gaby Montero

Clinic set up time one morning
December 2021
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The 2021 medical brigade taught me more about how to
be God’s hands and feet to those in need. While I was in Honduras, someone shared something that stayed with me. She
talked about how giving ourselves to God is not a one-time
thing that we do and get done with, but is instead a continual
giving of little bits and pieces of ourselves to others. Surrendering ourselves to God means showing Christ in our daily lives. This might look like a hug, sharing an ibuprofen bottle, giving a pair of glasses to someone who is almost blind,
sharing smiles, demonstrating concern, and even taking care
of a UTI test!
These were some of the things I did during the trip. As
I was doing each of these things I reflected on what Jesus
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Honduras Medical Brigade Testimonies

Some of the ladies of the brigade

would do in the same situation. The passage in the Bible in
which Jesus healed a leprous man came to my mind. I learned
that Jesus was never grossed out at sickness. He looked at this
man with the eyes of the Father, deeply concerned, even to
the point of being willing to touch him! Can you imagine that?
That was crazy! It was because he knew that this special man
needed something far beyond healing. Jesus understood the
lack of love in his life.
In the years that I have gone on the medical brigade trip,
I’ve always been honored and challenged to share that same
love that Jesus shared. I see how difficult it is for Hondurans
to get basic necessities, but I see over and over again how my
God shows them love in the same amount that He shows me
His love. It’s so amazing and comforting to think that after all
the medicine that we give them is gone, they still have God to
rely on. He never leaves us and never forsakes us.

From Kendrick Melton

Kendrick Melton interpreting for Janae Ziegler
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Kendrick Melton and Tony Sponsler at the eyewear table
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There are so many jobs and moving parts within the medical team. I am blessed to be a bridge between American doctors and nationals. You may be asking, “What do you mean by
‘bridge’?” Well, I get to translate from English to Spanish and
back again.
I got to translate for several people this year. One was
Brother Tony at the eye exam table. I had the privilege of seeing people’s faces light up when they put on a pair of glasses
and could read their Bibles again for the first time in several
years. The best part was that I had so many opportunities to
testify and share God with people who might not be saved.
I had the privilege of planting a seed so that it will hopefully
grow and flourish into a new believer one day.
One of the days that week I was translating for Janae
Zeigler when an older gentleman came and sat down at our
table. I read his triage paper, where he had listed symptoms
of back pain, stomach burns/hurts, headaches, and hearing
issues. Most of these are on every patient’s paper—except for
the hearing problem. We treated the back pain, headaches,
and stomach issues with the usual Tums and ibuprofen. Janae
decided to take a look at the man’s ears… There was a lot
of wax. We got some ear wax remover and began to clean
out the wax. Twenty minutes later we finally finished—with
plenty of ear wax to show for our efforts—and the gentleman
could now hear much better.
Those are just a couple of my highlights of the week. I
could be here all day if I told everything that happened on
this year’s medical brigade. I am glad I get to be a small part of
this ministry, treating people’s spiritual and physical health.

Ready to roll!

Belinda Hatfield gently cares for a young man

Kristyn Schaper gets the fun job!

Crystal Schaper making cinnamon rolls

Paige Walden preparing take-home supplies
for patients

Check-in time!
December 2021
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Kysen Melton
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Meeting our friend’s new baby

Our friend and her baby

Reaching Southeast Asia
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“I wish we could have had this conversation earlier.”
Teaching apologetics cross-culturally is a fun experience. I love apologetics (and generally try to stay
current on the discussion), but I have noticed that the
way most westerners approach apologetics is foreign to
my students. Few people in the East are questioning the
existence of God or the evidence for what they believe.
Helping students begin to think from this frame of reference is challenging.
What’s even more challenging is convincing students to interview their unsaved counterparts from
other religions. It’s common to get “kickback” from
the students, who plead with me for some other assignment. But when they overcome their fear and start
asking questions, they frequently bump into people
who are hungry for God, whether or not they have been
asking the right questions to find Him.
On one recent assignment, one of my students
– “Sharon” – interviewed another young lady, “Sally,”
a H!nd^. As Sharon asked her questions, Sally shared
what she believed about H!nd^!sm. This demonic belief
system is all she has known since childhood. As they
conversed, Sharon went “off script” from the apologetics discussion and began sharing counterpoints to
H!nd^!sm. She explained Biblical faith in Jesus and how
that provides cleansing from sin.
Remember, this country is hostile toward those who
would share their faith in Jesus. Over the past ten years
MISSIONARY HERALD

this country has been rising on international persecution
lists. If anyone has an “excuse” to get out of sharing the
Gospel, it would be these students!
Despite increasing religious fanaticism in !nd!a,
H!nd^!sm has not provided its followers with peace,
cleansing or assurance of any sort. People are still
hungry and are still looking for answers – even if they’re
asking the wrong questions of the wrong people!
Sally was hungry! When she heard about how Jesus
cleanses and forgives sin (which her faith does not even
claim to do), she responded, “It is shocking to know
that—how God himself can die for our sins, for the
wrong things which we have done” (emphasis mine).
Later she said, “I wish we had had this conversation
previously.”
When Sharon asked if she could pray for Sally, Sally
was most enthusiastic to say “Yes!” Sharon prayed and
Sally said, “Thank you! I will come back to you when I
need to know more about Christ.”
There are still over 1,000,000,000 (one billion)
people who need to hear about Jesus. It is vital not only
that we reach them in every way we can, but that we
continue to raise up sons and even daughters of their
own soil who can spread the flame of revival among
their own people!
Even though we have been “Covid-ed” out of !nd!a
for over a year, we have continued to do what we can to
reach into !nd!a while seeking reentry.

Teaching apologetics on Zoom

that impossible. (We are all well, and believe that the
positive must have been from residual infection from
when some of the family had been sick back in September.) Because we would probably not get a negative test until mid-December, and because flight fares
increase dramatically until December 31, we decided to
spend Christmas with family and delay our return one
more time. Morgan plans to stay close to home, homeschooling the boys with as predictable of a schedule
as we can manage. I will be available for some travel
to speak about !nd!a, offer Encounter seminars and do
pulpit supply as requested. We will continue our virtual
ministry into !nd!a during the weekdays, as we have
been doing over the past year.
Tourism in !nd!a should be open again by November 15. For those of you who are interested in visiting
us in 2022 for a tour of prayer and ministry exploration,
please feel free to reach out to me about how we can
encourage you.
Thanks to all of you who have been faithfully praying for us and supporting us – especially while we’ve
been home. It’s been a packed year with travel and
recruitment. It’s also been a good year for some healthy
spiritual and relational developments for our boys
(not to mention Mom and Dad!). While we understand
and are committed to our calling abroad, we have no
regrets about what God has done in our home over the
past year.
December 2021
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Teaching a class for a local Bible college has been
a weekly responsibility. I have also done some training
for the SGC institute that is being spearheaded by Bro.
Don D. (Bro. Don has been working with us as a “local”
partner for about a year and has offered his home for a
ministry training center.)
Morgan, Hudson and I were recently able to return
to !nd!a for about two weeks. I saw and interviewed the
nine students who completed all 20 Shepherds Global
Classroom courses in the past ten months. It was great to
see their enthusiasm and hear their testimonies of how
they have matured and grown in their spiritual lives as a
result of being discipled in word and deed by Bro. Don.
During our trip we were able to renew some key
relationships and take care of some maintenance issues
on the home where we stay. This will make life much
easier when we arrive back with five boys after a tiring
two day journey!
One of those renewed relationships is with a lady
who helps take care of our house when we’re in !nd!a.
We’ve grown very close to her and her family. While we
were gone, her family grew with the arrival of another boy! She has been very sensitive to the gospel and
has promised us that she’ll join us in church when
we return.
Speaking of returning… We hope to return to !nd!a
in the new year. We had planned to return in early
November, but had one positive Covid test that made
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ur family has been through some challenging
transitions these past three months. We took
Kaylynn, our oldest daughter, to Hobe Sound
Bible College in Hobe Sound, FL to start college in
August. Driving away—leaving her 1200 miles from
home—was perhaps one of the hardest things we have
ever had to do. While there were lots of tears, she has
adjusted well to college life, and we are slowly finding
our new “normal.”
After starting in the counseling department, she
transferred to the education department (with an interest in missions and counseling.) She surprised us the first
weekend of October by flying to meet us at the Mode
Camp Fall Retreat. We also got to spend time with her at
Youth Challenge in West Harrison, IN the end of October.
We are currently counting down the days for her arrival
home for Thanksgiving and then Christmas break.
Rebecca went to the emergency room October
23 with extreme pain in her chest and abdomen. After
numerous tests and scans they found a 4” mass on her
MISSIONARY HERALD

spleen. While it does not appear to be malignant, she
will need surgery to remove it. The consultation with the
surgical oncologist to determine next steps is scheduled
for November 16. There is a lot that remains unknown,
but we are trusting God for her complete healing.
Sarah is progressing through her freshman year of
high school while also taking care of her horses, Alan
and Emma. She has big plans of having a trail ride operation next year using the new trails we are developing
here at Victory Acres.
Samuel is growing up. He has grown several inches in
the past few months and is now our tallest child. He turns
13 on December 16. He is a great worker, and he loves listening to recorded sermons while going to bed at night.
Esther is getting ready for Jr. Convention in Michigan
later this week. She will be sharing an illustrated story,
competing in checkers, cookie baking, and singing with
Heartland’s Large Ensemble. Convention is a great way
for her to discover new talents and develop new skills,
and we are excited for her to participate! She loves

Rachelle and Kaylynn

Rachelle, Becca, Eric

school and is enjoying attending “Heartland North,” a
new satellite school connected to Heartland Christian
School in New Castle, IN.
Karissa is playing her way into learning. It is such a
delight to see her little imagination at work as she cares
for her stuffed animals, tells stories, paints pictures, and
sings songs. While she is strong-willed, she has a delightful zest for life, and I often say, “She is a force to be reckoned with.” Childhood is so short, and we are thankful
that she has this season to explore and to learn freely.
Rachelle has been seizure-free since July after starting a new medication and exploring some alternative
options. Thanks for your prayers for her healing. She is
busy as a wife and mother of six, but God is teaching us
to take life one day at a time.
Eric is staying busy, pastoring The Gathering, continuing his responsibilities with EFM’s Urban Ministry Division, as well as overseeing the work that is being done
at Victory Acres. He never lacks for something to do, but
he loves it all (at least most of the time).

Samuel and Eric

RV parking at Victory Acres

Our family enjoyed hosting the EFM missionary
retreat at our home on October 26. We have a congregation that meets twice a week in our home, and we
frequently share it with guests. Our home has been a
tremendous blessing to us and a tool for ministry to
others.
We continue to prepare Victory Acres as a place for
hospitality. We used some of the four RV spaces during
our recent missionary retreat, and we are updating the
farmhouse to welcome even more people in the coming
year.
Thank you so much to all of you who have been so
faithful to pray for us and for our ministry. Life can be
hard, but God is good. We are thankful for the many kind
words, encouraging notes, and thoughtful messages
that have been shared. It means so much to know that
we have friends like you standing behind and beside us.
May God bless each one of you.
In Christian Love,
Eric Himelick
December 2021

..........

Eric, Kaylynn, Rachelle
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Kids' Page

The wise men have gotten
confused in the rolling hills
around Bethlehem. Can
you help them find Mary,
Joseph, and baby Jesus?

Senior Sain
t
Jewell Dyer
PP

Hey, Kids: Here are a simple maze for younger kids and a harder one for those who can solve it.
Send an email to elizabethalbertson@4efm.org or call her at 812-275-7531 to tell her which
maze you did. We would like to print the names on a future Kids' Page of five of the kids who call
or write to us this month and send them a prize. And we welcome Senior Saints to participate!
--Steven E. Hight

WHAT WERE THEY DOING
WHEN GOD CALLED?
DENNIS AND EMMA REIFF – PART II

H

aving found each other at Bible Training School
in Colorado, Dennis and Emma Reiff were married
January 20, 1932. They immediately moved to Shamrock,
Texas, driving a Ford Model T which Dennis’s father had
given them as a wedding gift. Their first assignment was
to pastor a struggling home missionary church there.
Soon after that they moved to southwest Nebraska to
pastor an established congregation.
Practical preparation for future missionary work continued as they planted new churches in another Nebraska town and in Fayetteville, Arkansas. At the Fayetteville
church they established a Christian day school with two
or three teachers. The congregation occupied an old
Methodist church building with a belfry, and sons Paul
and Glen enjoyed calling the community to services by
pulling the big rope to ring the heavy bell.
Their denomination then asked Dennis and Emma to
move to Colorado Springs to lead a much larger school
which offered classes for the twelve grades of elementary and high school as well as two years of college work.
Little did the Reiffs know that God was preparing them
for founding a Bible institute in Guatemala for training
pastors and Christian workers.
As they engaged in these ministries, they anticipated
going to China, the foreign field to which they felt God
was calling them. Several times during those years they
attempted to secure visas, but serious political problems
in China made it impossible. They then pursued possible
service in French Indochina (now Vietnam), but those
efforts also failed. They continued to earnestly pray that

Right: Emma, Glen, Dennis, and Paul
Reiff, Alfred and Francis Higgs, when
the Reiffs arrived in Jalapa (1947)

Dennis & Emma Reiff, Paul & Glen (~1936) Dennis & Emma Reiff (1969)

God would reveal His will to them.
One day in 1947 Dennis asked Emma how she might
react if their church asked them to serve in Guatemala.
This question took her by surprise, and she had no reply.
A few days later church leaders did call and ask them to
serve in Guatemala! They promised to pray about it and
became convinced that since doors to the Orient were
closed, this was God’s will for them.
Later that year they drove a 1940 Ford sedan (which
had already clocked nearly 100,000 miles) through
Mexico to Guatemala. Luggage for their family of four
and for Miss Mary Morrow was loaded into the trunk and
strapped onto the top carrier. Someone had told them
that the Pan American Highway was open all the way to
Guatemala, but somewhere south of Oaxaca, Mexico, the
highway became a gravel road and finally disappeared
completely.
Their only recourse was to chain the car onto a
railroad flatcar and ship it through Mexican jungles
to Tapachula, Mexico. From there they were able to
complete the journey to Guatemala City by road. After
dealing with immigration matters, they finally arrived in
the town of Jalapa and began their work.
Dennis and Emma served in Guatemala for thirty
years, sixteen of those with Evangelistic Faith Missions.
Both of their sons and their wives also gave many years
of service in Central America with EFM.
Adapted from a personal manuscript written by son
Paul Reiff, who also served in Guatemala with Evangelistic
Faith Missions
December 2021
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In our previous article about Dennis and Emma Reiff we
learned that as a young lady, Emma wanted to pray, but
didn’t know how, so she simply stood behind the pulpit and
cried when she would clean the church. Her deep desire for
learning to pray bore fruit many years later in Monjas, Guatemala. The local church was constructing a place of worship
and funds were lacking. One night Emma prayed about it,
suggesting to God that He could tell some American farmer to sell a cow… and that’s exactly what happened! The
proceeds from that sale were a major boost to the building
project. —Steven E. Hight
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EFM Board (L-R): Dan Boardman, David Crosley, Hannah McDowell, Daniel Lee (Chairman), Sharon McKnight,
Dr. Stephen Gibson, Roger Price
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On October 26, several EFM missionary families and most of our office staff joined together for a sweet time of
worship, fellowship, prayer, planning, sharing, and burden-bearing. It was a blessing to each one of us. We were so
grateful for the hospitality of the Himelick and Branch families, and for their care for the missionary kids!
MISSIONARY HERALD
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Rotary Adventures

AN AWKWARD SPEECH
A local doctor was brought in for a weekly meeting to
speak on the topic of men’s reproductive health. This is not
a common topic that you hear addressed every day, and I
wasn’t sure how to gracefully excuse myself after I found
out what the discussion would be about. The doctor spoke
medically and professionally about the various problems
and treatments that can be used for those issues.  
One final “therapy” the doctor recommended before his closing remarks was watching a “blue film.” That
was a term I hadn’t heard before. I almost spoke up then
but decided to wait and confirm later.  

Mind you, from that time a few years ago until
today, practically every week there is a new report
in the paper about some horrific sexual abuse, often
gang-rape, happening in that part of the country.
Many times, these reports are minor-on-minor violence. They are part-and-parcel of virtually unlimited access to cheap internet on personal cell
phones providing a periscope of hell’s worst in terms
of pornography.  
After the doctor had said his piece, I walked forward
to shake his hand and offer thanks. While doing so, I
asked what a “blue film” was, as I had never heard that
term before. He confirmed my worst suspicions: it was a
euphemism for pornography.  
Since I was shaking his hand, I gripped it firmer.
I told him that was very, very bad advice, especially
considering all of the sexual violence that is regularly
reported in this part of the country.  
The doctor defended himself saying, “…only if you
have a medical condition. This is not for recreational
purposes.” I was still not letting go of his hand.  

Note, though all of these stories are true, I would not want it to be taken as an indication that this is part-andparcel of the rest of Rotary International, which has made some good philanthropic efforts across the world.
1
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H

ow many ministers do you know who are members of a local Rotary club? Since Rotary clubs are
designed for philanthropic (implying wealthy)
businessmen, chances are that you don’t know any.  
I joined a Rotary club1 in the town where we live in
Southeast Asia in order to network and build the new
business. It brought me a few fairly wild experiences.  
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the country—and I had no idea what to expect. I asked
what to bring, and they said, “Just come!”  
This member lived in a palatial estate with one of
the largest and best manicured lawns I’ve ever seen
in the country. The picnic was held on a weekend in
July. The “picnic” was a fully catered meal for the whole
club—including a wet-bar in the gazebo.  
As this was the middle of summer, the temperature
was somewhere between 105-120°F, and this created
instant thirst in my three boys who had joined me. They
saw the gazebo with all sorts of cool, refreshing liquid in
various enticing colors… and bolted straightaway!  
I tried hard to keep my composure while calling
A DEPRESSING SPEECH
and chasing after them, only to be
stopped by various friends from the
Another time a psychiatrist was
club who wanted to shake my hand
invited to speak about the rising
and give me greetings and a wel“I
have
found
middle class and the rise of deprescome. By the time I finally reached
sion and suicide in our country of
the bar the kids were gone and were
that
my
being
service. The middle class is growing
draining their cups.  
phenomenally in this country. This
I was more than a little flustered.
country has been known the world
All the presence of mind I needed
an honest
over for abject poverty in many areas.
for speaking in the local language
But as the world is changing, more
left me, and I barely stammered
businessman
and more people are finding out how
out (English) to the bartender (who
to be “comfortably wealthy” without
didn’t speak much English), “Are these
has created
being “filthy rich.”  They now have
drinks alcohol-free?”  
more conveniences that save time
The very hospitable bartender
conversations
and energy than they ever had before.
flashed a beaming smile and said,
They have more discretionary funds
“Oh, yes sir! All the alcohol is free!”  
about my faith.”
than generations before them ever
So that attempt to communihad. But, surprise, surprise… they’re
cate failed twice with one question!
not happy.  
Luckily the kids had managed to grab
Depression and suicide are on
some virgin drinks and remained in
the rise in alarming numbers with the very group of
their right minds for the rest of our time. We had a good
people that have new access to wealth! This doctor
visit with a few people and left before the “free alcohol”
basically encouraged everyone to keep an eye on their
started flowing. Today we remain friends with a few
loved ones and even on themselves and to seek counof those people, even though we have moved to a city
seling if it looked like depression may be coming close
distant from them.  
to home.  
Of course, we as believers know that money cannot
TAKE-AWAYS  
buy happiness, but so many people still hope that it
may. People of all economic strata need the gospel!  
“Unreached people groups” can include people
of any educational and economic strata. Very little efA NEAR MISS
fort is being used to reach people of means. Historically, 80% of Christian ministry in this country has been
One of the members of this local club wanted to
poured into the poorest of the poor. Most of the people
host a picnic. So I joined them. This was my first picnic in
who are financially stable and reasonably educated look
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“Would you approve of that being your wife
or daughter on the screen? We can do better than
this, Doc.”  
Could I have answered this situation in a better way?
I’m sure it’s very possible. But I did what I could with
the time, information, and wit that I had available. This
was a brief opportunity to be salt and light. The gospel
informs every area of life. Part of the work of the gospel
is confrontation of sin. We can preach against perversion from the pulpit as much as we can stand it, but
we must take moments like this to bring light to dark
people in dark places.  
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MEDICAL CENTER
IN SAN LUIS NEARS
COMPLETION!
The construction of the medical center in
San Luis, Honduras is 80% finished. The
center will offer surgeries, eye care, lab work,
and dental care, none of which has been
regionally available in the past. We estimate that $77,000 will cover the remaining
construction costs. Thousands of people will
hear the gospel in years to come because of
this medical ministry.
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Karolyn Roberts
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Karolyn Roberts
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Thomas Spoonamore
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down on Christianity because it appears to them that
Christians prey on simple and weak-minded people
while discrediting the religious heritage that has been
integral to their society.
While the upper and middle classes, the educated,
are often hostile to the gospel, I have found that my being an honest businessman has created conversations
about my faith.  
It is vital that these people see the practical effects
of the gospel in peers they respect, instead of hearing
the gospel from “missionaries” that they view as “paid
professional proselytizers.”  
People of means are the movers and shakers
of a society. They are the ones who create jobs, pay
taxes, and contribute to causes and political efforts they
deem worthy. While we must reach the “last and the
least,” it must not be at the expense of any other sector
of society. People of wealth have human problems, sinful problems, and dysfunctions aplenty; only the gospel
can set them free.
When they are free, they can be effective communicators of Christ in their own cultures! Who will
live the Christ-life before them? I am just one person.
Who of you has some good business sense? How are
you reaching Rotary members (or other peers in the
business community) with the gospel? You have access
to people that pastors and missionaries will never be
able to reach without your engagement.  
You are the salt of the earth and the light of the
world. Rotary clubs need salt and light, too!
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Field
Updates
Sign up to receive our weekly Prayer and Praise emails
by calling 812-275-7531 or emailing Elizabeth Albertson
at elizabethalbertson@4efm.org.

Honduras
The national church in Honduras plans to reopen the
residency program for the Bible institute in San Luis in February 2022. It has been seven years since in-person classes
have convened. They are excited about starting on-site
training again, because they feel that it is a much better
way to develop pastors for their churches than providing
extension training alone.

Guatemala
Stephen and Stephanie Gibson visited both Honduras
and Guatemala in November. Next month we’ll have more
to share about that visit.

Liberia
Concrete is being poured for the new printshop, and
work on the institute building is continuing. A team has
been appointed to visit high
schools and help more of them
get started using Shepherds
Global Classroom courses.

Southeast Asia
The S. family’s return to
southeast Asia was postponed
until after Christmas because
one of the boys tested positive
for Covid. They keep in regular contact with students and
coworkers in Asia while living
and ministering in the U.S. One
of Andrew’s students recently
testified to the changes God
is making in his heart and life
through his studies of Doctrine
and Practice of the Holy Life, saying, “I never understood Christianity before. Now I feel peace.
My prayer life has improved.

Other people see me as less aggressive than I used to be. I
have been delivered from addiction! I’m not the old Sam*
anymore!”

Urban Ministry
We recently realized anew the significance of the ministry of our urban missionaries, when one of Joe Reimann’s
acquaintances was shot and killed, leaving four children
behind. Please pray for the weekly ministries of ManUp Basketball and the men’s LifeRecovery group in Cincinnati, and
Awake Café coffee shop and New Beginnings Fellowship
church in Detroit.

Missionaries on Deputation
Dave and Louise S., the Litchfield family, the G. family,
and the Sherman family have all been travelling in deputation lately. Please pray for continued travelling mercies and
anointing for ministry in these
services. If you would like to
schedule one of these families to
share with your church or group,
please contact the EFM office at
812-275-7531.

Home Office
We are very thankful for
our friends responding to the
Matching Gift opportunity,
giving $160,000 that has been
doubled to make $320,000. With
these funds we are (1) purchasing a property for a missionary
residence and church in the
Dominican Republic, (2) constructing the central institute
and printshop in Liberia, and
(3) translating ministry training
courses into five languages that
represent a billion people.

