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HONDURAS
Stopping by the radio staThe mountains were foggy
tion we greeted the sister who
as we left the pavement for the
was on duty playing Christian
dirt and gravel road leading to
music. She also teaches on the
San Luis. Stephanie and I were
air, and many have called for
on our way to visit the Daniel
prayer for spiritual needs. In
STEPHEN
Melton family, view the medsome remote communities,
GIBSON
ical center under construction, and
people who have no church or pastor
meet with leaders to discuss vision for
gather for the radio services.
the future.
We greeted the clinic staff, who
The ministry in Honduras has
were without patients at the moment.
had exciting and trying times lately,
They deliver, on average, almost a
but medical teams and containers of
baby per day, besides serving many
supplies have blessed thousands of
other urgent needs. The clinic buildpeople, and many have responded
ing has some structural problems.
to the gospel through the medSomeday we need to rebuild it, and
ical ministry.
that will be a good time for upgrades.
As we toured the property, we
The pizza shop in front of the
saw the water purification facility and
clinic may increase business soon by
saw the truck coming and going to
finding ways to market downtown,
deliver loads of purified water in town.
but it already makes some profit while
This business is a huge support to the
providing employment.
local ministry.
The grand project of several
We saw the truck with the well
years is the medical center. As we
drilling machine in place and ready to
passed through, a man was carrying
work but delayed by rainy weather.
buckets of mortar up the stairs for
The old well was no longer providing
others to spread as plaster on a new
enough water. We were happy to hear
block wall. We got to see the giant
a few weeks later that the new well is
generator where it had to be placed
providing 80 gallons per minute.
before the walls around it could be

Fernando Hernandez, Director of the Guatemala
Bible Institute with his family during a time of prayer
for all of the children of our ministry leaders.

A road in Honduras

Kendy Patricia Hernandez Lopez working at the radio station

Scenic Honduras

The medical center
January 2022
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finished. The construction of the medical center is 80% completed, and parts of the building are already in use.
The center provides surgeries that were not available in the
area. It will provide eye care and dental care when completed.
The laboratory is open now, and Stephanie and I were tested there
for Covid to be cleared for our return trip. The lab is a great blessing for the doctors and patients in the region, taking much of the
guesswork out of diagnosis.
Daniel Melton and I met with ministry leaders to hear them
share their vision for ministry training. They are suffering a shortage
of pastors. They were excited to see that 17 of the SGC courses are
now available in Spanish at SGCespanol.com. They have operated
an extension program for several years, but they asked us to partner
with them to start a residential training program for a small group of
students in order to produce some intensively trained pastors.
The leaders in Honduras have vision for strengthening the
churches and reaching into new areas. Let’s help them pray that
God will call workers into the harvest.
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GUATEMALA
Masked pastors gathered from all over Guatemala for the annual pastors’ assembly. Like countries around the world, Guatemala responded to
Covid with various restrictions as effective as some
of ours; for example, they have had a curfew, since
people out late at night are more likely to spread
the virus than people in crowded stores and sidewalks during the day.
I preached to the pastors, addressing issues that
included unexplainable suffering, the need for the
power of the Spirit, God’s investment in the local
church, and a Pentecostal vision for reaching farther
with the gospel. If the term Pentecostal surprises
you, don’t forget that it was a biblical term before
it became attached to the churches that are called
“Pentecostal” today.
The organization that is now called Evangelistic
Faith Missions started as a cluster of evangelistic
teams known as the “Pentecostal Bands,” who in 1905
sent their first foreign missionary. The term Pentecost is a missional term because Jesus said that the
experience of the Spirit at Pentecost would give the
church power to keep reaching farther with the gospel until they get to the farthest point of the earth.
The challenges of these days have caused the
ministry in Guatemala to struggle and develop.
When church services were banned, the churches
formed online groups for prayer and encouragement. Small groups met outside. Churches started
having virtual services, which have continued even
after the ban was lifted.
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Hope Bilingual Christian Academy
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One service during the pastors’ assembly

Pastor Lopez and his family

Speaking during the pastors’ assembly

Missionary work is like scaffolding

Rachelle, Becca, and Eric Himelick

God Is with Us
ERIC HIMELICK

While we had been nervous about Rebecca’s
splenectomy, one aspect of her hospital stay that
concerned us most was the nights. Because she
is an “adult,” no one would be allowed to be with
her from 9 pm – 8 am.
Last evening I met Lydia, her nurse—a nice
lady with a slightly foreign accent—but I had no
idea who she was. After I left at 9 pm, Becca began talking with her. Lydia told her that she was
from Ethiopia and had come to the U.S. fleeing
communist oppression about 23 years ago.
“The mission that my dad works with has
churches there,” Becca told her.
“What mission?” Lydia asked.
“Evangelistic Faith Missions,” she responded.
“Faith Mission?! Based out of Bedford, Indiana?!” she exclaimed with surprise.
“Yes!”
“That is the mission that started my church!”
When you sow the gospel seed as widely and
as well as EFM has for the past 116 years, you never
know where it will show up. When you don’t have to
hold onto it or control its movement, you never know
how it will emerge. In our case, it showed up in a
hospital half a world away and decades later from the
place and time where those faithful EFM missionaries
had planted it. It emerged at my daughter’s bedside.
As Becca shared that story with us as we prayed
together last evening over Facetime, we felt such
peace. Lydia was taking great care of her.
“It was like a little blessing from God,” Becca
texted later. “After finding that out, I felt like she
was part of the EFM family and that I could trust
her more. It really made me feel better.”
God always leads His people to His people. At
first glance it may seem like the world is a big scary
place, but for the followers of Jesus it is not. He has
agents of grace in all kinds of places – places you
might not suspect. As we walk through life’s twists
and turns, He is there, working through His people.
January 2022
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The school had to provide virtual classes,
forcing teachers to learn new teaching styles and
technology. In spite of the hindrances, the school
is adding new grades this year and preparing for
an increased enrollment. Partitions have been
removed to make larger classrooms. Windows have
been added to make dark rooms more pleasant.
During our visit, the Keith Schaper family was
sorting and packing for their move. The local school
administration is doing well, and we are confident
that the school will continue to advance with some
occasional consultation. The Schapers are now in
Bedford, Indiana, where they will help us with mission representation.
Seeing scaffolding on the side of the medical
center in Honduras reminded me of an illustration
used by Glenn Schwartz and others. Missionary
work should be like construction scaffolding. It
should assist a strong local work to develop. The
foreign missionary’s role should not be a pillar that
can never be removed without the collapse of the
structure. With God’s help we are trying to build
ministries with local strength.
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Melton Messenger
KENDRICK MELTON | HONDURAS

Praising God for His blessing on our new well!

H
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oliday greetings from a somewhat chilly and
not-so-sunny Honduras. The rainy season has
officially begun, and it seems that it has rained
every day for the past month. The rain has brought
the temperature down, which is nice. So many things
have happened in the last few months. We have had
two surgical teams, our annual medical team, and
the first ever blood drive in San Luis. The container
arrived; we’ve done more hurricane relief in the San
Luis area; and last, but certainly not least, we drilled a
new well.
The first surgical brigade arrived on August 25,
and they performed 46 surgeries over the next several
days. Out of all the surgeries I assisted, one especially
stands out. A lady came in asking if there was any way
Dr. Coleman could help her. She had had breast cancer
in the past, and she now had it again. If she didn’t have
something done soon, there was a good chance that
MISSIONARY HERALD

Sorting the shipment

it would spread to other parts of her body. She has
three young children, and her quality of life was not
that great. I am glad we were able to help improve her
quality of life and allow her to live and be a mom to her
kids for years to come. The next surgical team arrived
in November, and we performed 39 surgeries.
You may be wondering what kind of surgeries we
do. Well, we’ve done gallbladder removal, hernia repair,
tubal ligation, cyst and lipoma removal, and several very
minor procedures.
Between these surgical teams we had our annual
medical brigade. It is usually in February or March, but
Covid restrictions did not allow us to do it then. We were
able to have the medical team in September, which was
fantastic. This year we were able to see more than 1200
people, and the awesome thing is that every person
heard the gospel. This year 24 adults and 7 children
were saved.

Daniel with a patient’s family

Kendrick Melton, first-time blood donor

Melodie Sankey praying with a patient during the medical brigade
January 2022
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November 8, the clinic partnered with the Honduran
Red Cross to have a blood drive in San Luis for the first
time ever. There were 24 donors. Dad and I had the privilege of donating blood. This was the first time I had ever
donated blood, and I have to say, that is the biggest needle I have ever had put in my body! We hope to continue
to partner with the Red Cross to help them save lives.
You may remember that we shipped a container to
Honduras in July. Well, finally, after two long months,
we received the container. The Honduran government
gave us so much hassle over so many small details….
If we were to describe them all we would be here all
day! After all of that hassle they pulled out three huge
bags of stuff that they said we needed to destroy.
After we made a list of item names, expiration dates,
countries of origin, and lot numbers (as they required),
we notified them that the bags of items were ready to
be destroyed. After waiting several days for them to
respond, they told us that we couldn’t destroy the bags
ourselves because we didn’t have the correct permissions or facilities to properly destroy the items. We are
still waiting on them to tell us exactly what to do with
the items!
Even though we had so much hassle with this container, it was definitely worth the trouble! It contained
hurricane relief supplies, medical equipment, a huge answer to prayer—the generator, and a new lawn mower.
With the arrival of the container and more hurricane
relief supplies we can now do more distributions. Most
of these supplies will be distributed in the San Luis area.
With the food, clothing, and cooking and eating utensils
we’re able to be a help to so many families.
Another project we did in the last couple of months
was drilling a new well. The old well had dropped in
production, and it is currently producing only 5 gallons
per minute compared to the 15 it used to produce. Since
it is producing so little water it is barely keeping up with
the demand for our water business. Our solution to that
problem was drilling an emergency well. Back when we
were at language school, we made friends with a guy
who drills wells, and we decided to contact him. His crew
was able to come out and drill, and within a day we hit
water. This new well is producing close to 80 gallons a
minute! This will allow us to increase the production at
the water plant.
Thank you for coming along with us on this crazy
journey. We want to thank all of you for your prayer and
support. Until next time…

7

EFM

Kids' Page

January 2022

inter blues
Fight the w
o Ray and
 Join Pedr work
Andrew and ids'
eK
puzzles on th
Page!
pp

November 2
0

21_Winners
Various acti
vities

1. Katelyn M
2. Rebekah iles, PA
J
3. Abel Mea ones, OH
4. Susannah dows, WV
Mc
5. Lasondra Intosh, OH
Coto
        , WI

S

enior Saint

Remember the story of the woman at the well in
Samaria? Let's ask God to help us become true
worshipers of Jesus! See John 4:23.

Rachel Hill,
KY

PP

Kids, find the eleven differences between the two pictures, then send an email to
elizabethalbertson@4efm.org or call her at 8122757531 to tell her what they are. Ask God to help
you become a true worshiper, as Jesus taught the Samaritan woman. We would like to give a prize
to five of the kids who call or write to us and print their names on a future Kids' Page.
Steven E. Hight

WHAT WERE THEY DOING
WHEN GOD CALLED?
LEONARD AND JANET SANKEY
Leonard and Janet Sankey have been an integral part of Evangelistic Faith
Missions. They served as missionaries in Guatemala starting in 1962, then
went to Honduras in December 1967 to begin a new work. God blessed their
ministry with new, thriving church plants which have developed into an
effective national church. Leonard worked in the home office after returning
to the USA, returned to Central America for two years as field supervisor,
was the mission coordinator in 1975 while Victor Glenn was sidelined with
health problems, and served as interim president for several months in 1994
following the resignation of Juddie Peyton. He is probably best known for
his work of many years with the InterChurch Holiness Convention (IHC).
- Steven E. Hight
eonard and Janet (Ferguson) Sankey were both
raised in Christian homes. Janet’s father was a pastor and evangelist; Leonard’s dad was a railroad worker.
In their earlier years they were not far apart geographically, but they didn’t meet until they were students at
God’s Bible School.
Janet testified that she didn’t know there was
anything else to be but a Christian, so she early settled the matter of her right relationship with God.
Leonard counts his conversion from his senior year in
high school.
They were both impacted by strong missionary
emphasis in their home churches as they were growing
up. In particular, missions-themed object lessons given
by a lady in Leonard’s home church were influential in
turning his mind and heart toward the Lord’s service.
“Probably the object lessons by Evalyn Uber had more
to do with offering myself for missionary service than
the five years of concentrated missions emphasis at
GBS,” he says. Janet had an abiding interest in missions
during her childhood and teen years, actually considering missionary nursing as a possible extension of that
interest. Also, the parents on both sides were strongly
supportive of any ministry to which they might choose
to dedicate themselves.
Their paths met in 1955 when they were both
students at God’s Bible School, Janet as a freshman in

the high school department and Leonard a sophomore
in college.
During the years they were at GBS there was very little contact between them because of the differing work
and class schedules for the high school and college,
but at an all-school picnic in 1959 they had a “date” and
that began the journey that has resulted in 61 years of
marriage (September 2021), three children, and 61 years
of work for God.
During the years at GBS, Leonard was president
of the Spanish-American club, and Janet was a faithful
attendee. However, by the time of Leonard’s college
graduation he was unsure of his future ministry, because
he said, “I am not sure what God wants from my life, but
I know I am not going to pastor, and I know I am not
going to be a missionary.” A year later, he was pastoring,
and two years after graduation he was on his way to the
mission field.
They married in September 1960, shortly after
graduation (Janet from high school and Leonard from
college) and spent the first nine months of their marriage traveling in song evangelism, along with a few
preaching opportunities. In June 1961 they accepted
the pastorate of the Clarksburg, West Virginia Wesleyan Methodist Church. As good servants of the church,
they were impelled to speak about missions, and joined
a special denomination-wide campaign of prayer for
January 2022
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Leonard & Janet Sankey (1961)
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missionary candidates – never dreaming that they would
be answering their own prayers.
While pastoring the Wesleyan Methodist Church
in Clarksburg, they attended the InterChurch Holiness
Convention (IHC) held at GBS, where God began to
outline His will for their lives. Victor Glenn preached a
missionary sermon there, implanting in their minds the
work of Evangelistic Faith Missions and making it a natural choice. After meeting with friends in Oak Hill, West
Virginia a few days after the IHC, and again discussing
the possibility of going into missionary work on their

drive back to Clarksburg, God made it clear that, indeed,
it was His will for them to offer themselves to Evangelistic Faith Missions as candidates for missionary service.  
Soon they were approved for appointment to
Guatemala; they carried out a four or five-month
deputation tour, raising support and soliciting prayer
partners; and by late November they were on their way
to Guatemala.
Adapted from a personal manuscript written by Leonard Sankey and information from the EFM centennial book,
We’ve A Story to Tell

GRADUATION AT SHEPHERD INSTITUTE OF LIBERIA

December 4, 2021 graduates
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Thirteen students graduated from the twoyear program at the central institute in Liberia
in December. Many of them are in ministry
already. This month the central institute is
being moved from the rented building to our
own newly constructed facility. Our Liberian team continues to encourage numerous
training sites throughout the country and may
soon make a trip to Sierra Leone to open a new
training site there.
MISSIONARY HERALD

Director Rita Russell, speaking during the
graduation

One of our thirteen graduates

GOD’S PROTECTION
IN ERITREA!

CONGRATULATIONS
SHERMAN FAMILY!

Car accident (Eritrea)

Hadassah Dale Sherman

MEWAEL TSEGAY

I convey my warm greetings in Jesus’ name. I
hope you are doing well.
I would like to share with you God’s miracle that
my life has witnessed recently; and how God answered your and our earnest prayers. On November
8, early in the morning, I was driving from Keren to
Asmara. Three young blessed believers were with
me. Along around half the distance of our journey
we faced a serious accident in which our car (the
office’s only car) was damaged harshly. However, God
delivered us from death and serious injury. Please
pray for us that God would substitute our only and
old office car.

Rev. Leroy S. Adams Jr.
Robert & Emma Adams
Robert & Emma Adams
Rev. LaWayne Dean
Rev. Victor & Genny Glenn
Rev. & Mrs. C. E. Morgan
Dorothy E. Morgan
Our Loved Ones
Thomas Spoonamore
Kim Spoonamore
Regina Spoonamore
Rick Spoonamore
Kevin Spoonamore
Howard Survance
Rev. & Mrs. Guy Troyer
Myra Sue Van Horn
Harry Williams

WOMEN’S CAMP
IN HONDURAS

From
Myrtle Adams
George Adams
Shelby Adams
Gladys Dean
Chris Busanus
James E. Keeler
Twyla Waller
Mary Moyer
Mrs. Evelyn Spoonamore
Mrs. Evelyn Spoonamore
Mrs. Evelyn Spoonamore
Mrs. Evelyn Spoonamore
Mrs. Evelyn Spoonamore
Carol Survance
Charles Troyer
Robert & Kathy Canter
Beulah Williams

The Women's Society of the Honduran National
Church held its annual conference and camp December 9-11.
January 2022
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IN MEMORY of

Hadassah Dale Sherman was born to Tonweya
and Judy Sherman, Sunday November 21, weighing 7
pounds, 7 ounces. Congratulations to Tonweya and
Judy, and Hadassah’s siblings: Aiden (6), Krishana (4),
and Malia (19 months)!
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Field
Updates
Sign up to receive our weekly Prayer and Praise emails
by calling 812-275-7531 or emailing Elizabeth Albertson
at elizabethalbertson@4efm.org.

Honduras
We are grateful for how much progress has been made
on the construction of the medical center in San Luis, and
especially for the money that was given towards construction costs on “Giving Tuesday.” We are trusting that the
Lord will provide the rest of the needed funds and lead
Daniel and the team to the doctors who should serve in
the center. Remember each of the Honduran ministry leaders and their families in prayer:
• Edgardo Luna – church president
• Joel Zuniga – Bible school director
• Adonay Sanchez – EFM field administrator
• Maribel Aguilar – director of our medical
		facility

Dominican Republic

of Shepherds Global Classroom courses into various Asian
languages.

Eritrea
We are grateful for God’s protection of Mewael Tsegay
and his passengers during their recent car accident. We are
asking the Lord to provide the right vehicle to replace the
one that was totaled.

Liberia
We praise God for the 13 students who graduated from
Shepherd Institute of Liberia on December 4. The roof over
the first level of the new printshop will be done soon. The
first level of the new institute building has been roofed and
finished inside.

Purchase of the property in Santo Domingo was delayed because the sellers had not yet established a clear
title. They are working on that now, as far as we can tell.
We are still excited about this chance to better establish
the church.

Southeast Asia
By the time you receive this, Andrew S., Morgan, and
boys should be back on the field. Andrew is currently
teaching through a preaching course for a local Bible
school. This month our residential institute welcomes
new students for our second year. Pray for Don D. as he
leads the institute and further trains some of those who
have already graduated from the program. Lord willing,
they will be opening a new business to help the graduates
support their ministries. Pray for the right doors to open
for Dave and Louise S. to move to Asia. Continue to pray
for Jake Litchfield as he prepares to lead the ministerial
department of a Thai college upon the family’s return to
Thailand this summer. Pray for EFM’s on-going translation

Edgardo Luna visited the Leiva family in the Dominican Republic
in November

