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Parade during the Day of the Bible
celebration, Dominican Republic
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Andry, Gloria, Angel, Keidy, and Gerardo Leiva

Dear brothers and friends,
It is a great blessing to share with
you another newsletter and to express
with joy all that God is doing in his
work and in my family in the Dominican Republic. This bulletin covers
April-December 2021.
This year has been one of great
battles and victories in ministerial
work. As we expressed in the previous bulletin, my family and I lived the
experience of Covid-19 while we were
on tour in Honduras and Guatemala—this being the first test that God
would allow us to pass with victory
in the year. We have a lot of gratitude
to God; the victories he has given us
in his work in the Dominican Republic are great. We managed to fulfill a
good percentage of our work plan,
seeing a significant advance in the
construction of the church at Kilometer 32, good results with the agricultural projects on the church grounds,
as well as numerical growth in the
churches, evangelistic campaigns
with souls coming to Christ, and the
celebration of the Day of the Bible.

In addition, Men of Valor (the men’s
society) was formed and delegated to
work on different activities. Another of
the great achievements was the purchase of a property in Santo Domingo.
There were many other blessings that
we could count, but we can only say
that God has been good. Although
the world was predicted to have the
worst crisis this year, as a family and
Church of the Lord we give glory to
Him for His fidelity and abundance in
everything.
In April God allowed the Women’s
Union to celebrate its second anniversary in style. The activity was carried
out with the presence of the four
formal congregations and the support
of sisters from the Villa Altagracia
work. It was a very blessed time. My
wife and children prepared a special
program together with the sisters who
came to the activity. That same month
the formation of Men of Valor was also
carried out, with brother Manuel de
Jesús as president. He is a brother with
good will and ready to labor in the
work of the Lord.

A special dinner in Los Prados

Andry teaching the youth at
Los Prados

Ariel received Christ during an evangelistic
campaign

Service in Villa Altagracia

Sister Joselin singing at Km 32

q

The church family gathered for the baptism
service

Construction progress at the
Km 32 church

Sisters from Hato Viejo participating in a
service in Km 32

Keidy and Kendy with a
friend

Mother’s Day celebration in Los Prados

Children at the Day of the
Bible celebration

Closing remarks during the Day of the Bible
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For the month of May my wife
went through a difficult process
where we saw the hand of God at
work. She underwent surgery and,
as her blood sugar levels were not
adequate, the doctors suggested interning her for several days
before to stabilize them, but thank
God on the third day of admission
she was able to have the surgery
without any obstacle and has had a
stable recovery.
In 2021 our work with the
churches developed in various aspects. We tried to strengthen Men
of Valor and Women’s Union so that
they are autonomously strengthening local ministries in the communities where the holiness church is
present, which in turn is the spearhead that extends the preaching of
the gospel of Christ Jesus.
We started the Shepherds Global Classroom Bible study program in
the four churches. We began with
the Principles of Biblical Interpretation
course because our main focus is
for local ministries to achieve the
necessary Biblical preparation and
thus form the seedbed of men and
women willing and able to do good
work. We have seen results from the
development of this program with
the passing of the months as several
brothers of the church of Kilometer
32 have been going out in groups to
visit and pray.
Another great victory that we
can list is the visit that the president of the Emanuel Church of
Honduras, Pastor Edgardo Luna,
made in November. It was a very
effective and blessed time that we
shared, with several activities in
the churches, from which we saw
the fruit of two new souls coming to Christ and three believers
who were baptized. Above all, the
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presence of God in every activity
was wonderful.
We have continued to have
preaching services through the
Zoom platform, for it helps us reach
friends who cannot attend in person in the different services of the
churches. We have had the support
of special preaching and teaching by
Brother Steven Hight, Sidney Grant,
Sister Sarah Robberts, and others.
My children continue to strongly
support ministry work. Andry and
Gerardo are working with young
people. Each Sunday Andry teaches
a group of boys, using the course
Exploring the Old Testament. He is also
working on expanding the Shepherds Global Classroom ministry with
other churches which has resulted in
three ministries receiving and using
the material in their churches. Keidy
continues to teach the children in Los
Prados and supports my wife with
the different activities developed by
the Women’s Union.
We give glory and honor to God
for His great help at all times in the
ministerial work that he has entrusted to us in the Dominican Republic.
Our greatest satisfaction is to see
souls coming to salvation in Christ
and brothers growing steadily in
their spiritual capacities. We thank
you for your love of missionary work
in the Caribbean. Thank you for
keeping up your prayers and unconditional support.
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Women’s Union directors at the anniversary
celebration
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Gerardo with a couple of young people in Los
Prados, during a Bible study

Gloria Leiva’s birthday celebration

Keidy with children in Los Prados

Young people’s choir during the holiness
convention

Andry presented the SGC program to this
church

One of the churches using SGC courses

Men of Valor

Men of Valor participating in a service at Hato
Viejo

Twin baby dedication at the Los Prados church

Kendy Judith Leiva and Angel Leiva with those
who attended the SGC teacher training seminar

NDP PROGRAM
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David and Tamarah Crosley

We are thankful for the opportunity to
begin providing a greater level of support and
encouragement for our missionaries this year.
We realize that people in full-time ministry
need to be pastored by someone else. David
and Tamarah Crosley will be serving in a pastoral role for our missionaries. They will be in
contact with our missionaries, offering encouragement, counsel, prayer, and a listening ear.
David has served on the EFM Board of
Directors since 2008. He and his wife Tamarah have 30 years of experience in Christian
education. They currently pastor Salem Bible
Methodist Church in Salem, Ohio.
David earned a Bachelor of Religious Education degree at God’s Bible School. David
served as teacher and principal of Wesleyan
Christian Academy in Grand Cayman, then
as principal of Aldersgate Christian Academy in Cincinnati. He also served as principal
of Stone City Christian Academy and Associate Pastor of Faith Mission Church, both in
Bedford, Indiana.
David has led student mission trips to
Guatemala, Hungary, and Romania. In addition,
he has assisted Hope Evangelical Christian
Academy in Jalapa, Guatemala, a school that
was founded by EFM.
February 2022
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oung people today face an uncertain world. Our economy is collapsing, and the employment landscape is rapidly changing as we enter the “fourth industrial revolution.”
Artificial Intelligence, COVID (and future biological weapons
like it) and the wars that are on the world horizon will radically
shape the world in which they must live. Developing young
men and women of character, courage, and competence with
“tools in their toolbox” is absolutely essential.
The Nehemiah Discipleship Program is rooted in the
philosophy that ministry is life and that we are ALL called to
be ministers of God’s reconciliation in the world (II Cor. 5:17-21).
Whether we “eat, drink or whatsoever ye do” we are to do it
all to the glory of God (I Cor. 10:31). Equipping young people
with life skills, enjoying newly formed spiritual friendships, and
engaging Scripture are the three primary goals of our NDP
experience. From learning to rekey a lock to learning the skill of
making home-made noodles, we want each young person to
learn and practice something new.
Building bonds between like-minded youth as they work
together is valuable. The goal of cultivating spiritual friendships
focused on a common desire to grow spiritually is one reason
that we set a high bar on who participates in our program. Our
program application seeks to discern, “Is this someone who really wants to follow Jesus?” This program is not for everyone; it
is designed to train Christian leaders who will engage in God’s
global mission. It is more like a bootcamp than a youth camp.
We want to bring together young people who are serious
about discipleship. Fast friendships are formed as they do hard
things together and work to overcome obstacles.
Our third goal is to engage Scripture. We believe that God
is actively speaking through His Word. To encourage young
people in their quest to know God and His Word, we provide
time and space each day for reflection. We introduce them to
tools that other Christians over the centuries have found helpful for engaging Scripture. Each day includes a worship service
and a missional presentation.
In all of our activities, we are not just seeking the transfer
of information but a transformation of life. Whatever this world
may look like in ten years, we will need resilient leaders rooted in
the unchanging, eternal truth of Scripture, fortified by spiritual
friendships, and ready to use their skills to serve a needy world
as part of the Church of Jesus Christ. NDP is just one of the many
ways that we hope God will use to develop those leaders.
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esus answered and said to her, ‘Whoever drinks
of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks
of the water that I shall give him will never thirst.
But the water that I shall give him will become in him
a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.’”
John 4:13-14
Water is said to be the essence of life. If you have water, then the potential for life exists. Without it, life is not
possible. It is no wonder that Jesus used the analogy of
water to convey the spiritual truth of the only thing that
can truly satisfy us. The physical well He was standing
next to would be a temporary fix for thirst, but a relationship with Him, the Messiah, is the only thing that can
satisfy the spiritual hunger within each of us.
Recently I went to Egypt to visit many of the pastors
connected with Evangelistic Faith Missions (EFM). Our
mission was to gauge how the church operates in North
Africa and the Middle East. My eyes were opened as I
saw a people in the minority who were happy and joyful.
God is working in their lives.
In Egypt, most of the population has settled
along the Nile River. With very little rainfall Egypt is a
dry and mostly desolate place, except where the Nile
flows. Egypt is mostly lost and in need of a Savior, just
as the Nile brings life to a dead landscape, our Christian
brothers and sisters are bringing life to a dead country.
With 75 churches, these brave men and women are
growing in a hostile environment. These lessons encourage us in our own quest to tell people about Jesus in
the country of L_______. I saw the pyramids and all the
grandeur of Egyptian culture, but it was the people who
made the biggest impact on me.
As we go forward in our journey, I have learned
that the work of the Lord is not about me. We may be
starting a new work for EFM in L_______, but it is our
job to train disciples to carry the work farther than we
can. It is good to build a church, a school, or a clinic,
or start a business as a means to reach people with
the gospel, but it is better to empower local people to
do those things. That is what Faith Church is doing in
Egypt. It was an encouragement to see the very first
work of EFM as a self-supporting and healthy, growing church.

The church in Egypt still needs our prayers and
encouragement. (See page 15 for ways we can pray.)
As we look to the future, our work requires us to equip
others with a solid Biblical foundation. In L_______ and
other parts of the Middle East, we hope to strengthen
our brothers and sisters with prayer, partnership, and
training. Shepherds Global Classroom is one of the main
tools we will be using to strengthen the local church
and evangelize the lost. We ask for your prayers as we
prepare to leave for language school in J_____ in April.
When we look at the work of Jesus in the lives of
people, we see that He brought life to those who were
spiritually dead. He is the only one who can do this. We
go forward with prayer that He will open doors and lead
us in the way we should go. EFM started the work in
Egypt in 1905 with faith and prayer. With God writing the
next chapter for our work in the region, we have faith
that He will use us, along with the church in Egypt, to
reach the rest of the Middle East (and beyond).
PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS:
• Thank the Lord for His church around the world and
for the way He is helping the Christians in Egypt to
reach out in their communities and into other parts of
the Middle East.
• The Lord continues to help us as we travel for deputation services and keep up with everything going
on at home. We ask for your continued prayers as we
anticipate a busy travel schedule in February, along
with preparations to leave for J_____ in April.
• December had a somewhat slower pace for us. We are
thankful for this time to spend together and do some
fun things as a family.
• Continue to pray for our friends and the relationships
the Lord has given us in our community.
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In Egypt

Stephen and Stephanie Gibson and Michael with friends in Egypt.

ON OUR WAY TO THE MIDDLE EAST
ministry position in order to learn how to serve Arab
people properly.
Arab people are funny, loud, passionate, hot-headed,
and honorable. Their entire society is based on an honor/
shame mindset in which honor is protected at all costs. This
way of thinking is in stark contrast to that of Americans,
who value strict honesty. The two things I love about the
culture are the deep heartfelt relationships and the overthe-top generosity that the people bring to any situation.
After these two years of anticipation, we are ready to
move forward into the next chapter of our life. The first
line of preparation is prayer, and that starts right now.
The Middle East is often considered to be hopeless. It
has been assumed that nothing will ever change in the
region. This is not the case anymore, however. When
we look at the statistics, we see cracks in the armor as
millions of people are coming to Christ every year. God is
moving, and we want to be part of it. Today we ask you
to pray with us, that the seeds planted in the next few
years will bear much fruit. We also ask that you pray for
our four sons, that they will be able to adjust to a new
culture without too many difficulties. From our family to
yours, we would like to say, thank you for your prayers,
giving, and friendship. May God abundantly bless you
and cause you to shine for Him.
February 2022
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early two years have passed since we approached EFM with the prospect of working in
the Middle East. In the meantime, we have been
honored to work with other missionaries in Detroit.
There is a saying, “all good things must come to an end,”
and as our time in Detroit is closing, another door is
opening. In April we will be flying to the Middle East. Because we are opening a new field for EFM, there is a lot
of foundational work that must be done. First, we need
to study the language. With Arabic being one of the
more difficult languages to learn, we will take the next
two years for language school.
We will also use this time to build relationships
with local pastors and see how the Lord will direct in
establishing a work in the Middle East. In Arab culture,
everything is accomplished through relationships. You
cannot come in and expect to accomplish anything
without first “paying your dues,” so-to-speak, and
becoming part of the community. This requires fellowshipping during many meals and late night conversations. Having friends to be able to help you through
difficult times and building trust with them shows
you are accepted into the group. Our desire is to work
alongside the people and the church there. I would
love to serve as an assistant pastor, or in some other
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Kids' Page

February 2022

February is a good time to think about love ...
... love for our family
... love for our church
... love for our friends
But let's always remember that

Kids, we have hidden 8 hearts throughout this issue of the Missionary
Herald for you to find. We have put pictures of them here on the Kids'
Page so that you can see what you're looking for. They are listed in the
order in which they appear. Search through the Herald and, when you
find them, write the page number where each one appears.
Please note: All the red hearts in the Mother's Day photo on page 3 are
NOT part of the search! Perhaps younger kids could count the number of
hearts hanging from the ceiling in that photo.
Happy looking!
is on page _____

is on page _____

is on page _____

is on page _____

pp

December 2
021_Winne
rs
M
azes

is on page _____

is on page _____

is on page _____

is on page _____

1. Amara G
a
2. Maisey H rber, IN
erring, KS
3. Morgan H
e
4. Wade Mc rring, KS
In
5. Mary Sod tosh, OH
erna, KY

PP

Kids, find the 8 hearts we have hidden in this issue of the Missionary Herald, then send an email
to elizabethalbertson@4efm.org or call her at 8122757531 to tell her where they are. Let's thank
God for His love for us and ask Him to help us love other people. We would like to give a prize to
five of the kids who call or write to us and print their names on a future Kids' Page.
Steven E. Hight

WHAT WERE THEY DOING
WHEN GOD CALLED?
IRENE MAURER — PART I

B

orn into a family that eventually included eight
children, Irene Maurer experienced her share of hard
work and financial limitations. Her father, first a mail carrier, then a coal miner, had an illness that kept him from
working for two years, and the family depended on their
vegetable garden, which God blessed with abundance.
During the Great Depression her father, Joseph, would
pick huckleberries to sell to neighbors.
Irene recalled the spring at one end of the village
of Doutyville, where they lived. The spring had a shedlike structure built over it. She and other village children
would fetch water in buckets to carry home. It was not until Irene finished high school and left Doutyville that most
of the inhabitants had water piped into their homes. And
while the village had electricity, the Maurers did not have
electrical power in their home until after Irene had left.
These privations and hardships did not keep Irene’s
father from being a good influence on her and on others, though. When the owner of a “store on wheels” had
to close his business because many people could not
pay their bills, he turned the debts over to a wholesale
grocer. When Joseph would visit the wholesaler periodically to make payments on his bill, the office workers
told him that he was one of the few who did so.
Joseph was saved before Irene was born and was
one of the founders of a home-mission work in Lavelle,
PA, which later became an Evangelical Methodist

Above: Irene Maurer, senior in high school (1942)
Above Right: Irene, a seamstress (1946)

Church. That congregation obtained property near
Mowry that they made into a camp meeting, where God
would visit their services, anoint the preaching, and save
sinners. One of them was Mary Carrie Boyer, a wellknown, long-term missionary with EFM. Another was
Irene Maurer, who gave her heart to the Lord when she
was fourteen. “I felt as light as a bird with my burden of
sin gone,” she said.
However, she “lost out” while still young and followed the pleasures of the world for a time, including
attendance at barn dances and experimenting with
smoking. She did not become heavily involved with any
of those things, though, because she was still attending
church and camp meeting services. She remembered
revival meetings accompanied by great blessings from
God. Joseph was still a powerful influence, too. He was
“a quiet man,” she wrote, “but I have fond memories of
seeing tears course down his cheeks as the Spirit ministered” to him during some of those services.
In the early summer of 1941, Irene, along with her
sister Eva, came back to the Lord, just before Irene’s
senior year in high school. A neighbor came to visit
one Sunday evening when Irene and Eva had skipped
church. Their conversation turned to a discussion of the
last days and Jesus’ second coming. While the neighbor
seemed unmoved, the Spirit used the discussion to convict both young ladies of their [continued on page 11]
February 2022
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At the time of her retirement from Evangelistic Faith Missions in 2017, Irene Maurer was EFM’s longest-serving missionary, having logged sixty-eight years of work in Egypt,
Ethiopia, and Bolivia, plus deputation and prayer ministry
in the U.S. She was fully dedicated to the cause to which
God had called her. How did that call come? What was
Irene doing when God got her attention and she responded, “Here am I, send me”? Here is part of that story, to be
continued next month. —Steven E. Hight
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Crazy Covid Times

Back in the Ring for Another Round

I

t’s been a long time coming… but we have finally
made it back!
Thank you for your understanding and your
prayers while we were detained in the U.S. for an unexpectedly long time. It was a great year for our boys
to be in some phenomenal services and make life-long
friends, and for us to visit and recruit more cross-cultural
servants. It was a challenge to juggle responsibilities via
Zoom, and I’m sure it could have been done better – but
I am confident of God’s mercy on our family during the
time in the U.S.
As you know, our last attempt to return to southeast
Asia was foiled by a strange case of lingering Covid in
one of the boys from an infection two months prior. It
was amazing how many people have asked about his
health – he’s just fine! But I think this was another sign
of God’s mercy, because we were able to spend Christmas with family from four generations who are currently
residing on four different continents. This was truly
historic and quite miraculous!
With a note of irony, when our last flight approached, we all got hit with a very severe cold. This, of
course, was overlapping with the omicron wave whose
symptoms are indistinguishable from a common cold…
10
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I was sure we weren’t going to fly when the results returned. There’s a lot to unpack in a longer story, but we
ended up getting tested twice (a total of 16 Covid tests
in three days) and there was not a single positive case!
God does all things well.
We also ended up checking 19 bags by our last international flight – and everything arrived safely!
The friends to whom we are returning in this country
have been sq kind and helpful. People have brought us
food and fellowship from the time our plane landed. It’s
very much appreciated as there is a lot to unpack, sort
out and restart!
One of our friends, Mary, was able to join us on the
flights over and stay with us for a few weeks. Mary is
the fourth from her family to join us over here! She’s
been a great sport enduring a long journey …and Andrew’s teasing.
Dealing with foreign countries is always a challenge,
as you are not a citizen with rights but a guest with several limitations that need to be honored. One of these is
the visa issue. We applied for family “X visas” about six
months ago – and they were all granted with six-month
duration. We asked if we could apply for new ones
before leaving the U.S., and the authorities said, “No, you

can extend them in the country once you arrive.” So, we
have arrived, and we have less than a month to get six
visas extended for another six months. Please pray with
us that this will be fruitful and smooth – and that the
officials here agree with the officials in the U.S.!
We have one more important announcement:
Baby #6 is on the way and should arrive in June! In this
country it is illegal to have an ultrasound discover the
gender of the baby (because the default is that they tend
to abort the girls). So we did a “sneak peek” blood test –
and found out that the next baby is another boy!
The original plan was for delivery here in Asia with
our dear friend and midwife, Corrie. But due to the fact

COMING SOON!
Q

EFM Podcast

Equipping the local church for global
impact with missional conversations!

that Andrew’s business visa expires within a month of
the due date, we have been strongly advised against this
by fellow (and very experienced) expats. So, the current
plan is to make the most of the four months or so while
we are here. We will return to the U.S. to have a baby and
get eight new visas. Once that is done we should all have
travel-ready visas to come back to Asia by the end of
the summer.
If you’d like to host an Encounter Seminar or have
Andrew speak this summer, please call Karin Litchfield as
soon as possible to get on the schedule: 419-438-2342.
(Sorry, don’t expect to see much of Morgan unless you
come to Defiance, Ohio to visit her! But Andrew will travel with some of the boys.)
The goals for this trip to the field:
• Reacclimate to life
• Extend family visas
• Reestablish contact with pastoral networks and
schedule training opportunities
• February: Pro-life conference in southeast Asia.
Rusty Thomas, former director of Operation Save
America, will be coming over, and we will both be
sharing with a vibrant and dynamic group of local
pro-life activists.
• Plan a visit to Sri Lanka
• Host some interns!!!
o Confirmed: Mary
o Confirmed: Royal
o Who’s next? If we’ve been talking, you know who
		 you are and what you need to do!

WHAT WERE THEY DOING WHEN GOD CALLED? CONTINUED
would be on the mission field.
It was during the fall of 1945 when Irene
attended a missionary service. She did not recall
what the missionary said, but later that week while
Irene was at work as a seamstress, God said to her,
“There are a lot of ladies who can do this work. But
what about My work?”
Adapted from Crossing Three Continents with Christ,
by Irene Maurer (available from EFM)

February 2022
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[from page 9] spiritual needs. “God marvelously
made us new creatures in Christ, and we lost our
desire for the things of the world. Eva and I have
been serving God ever since.”
After her high-school graduation, Irene
worked in a canning factory, then as a sales clerk,
and later in a sewing factory. For three years she
roomed with a Christian family and learned to play
the trumpet, not knowing how valuable that skill
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hat if I’m not called to foreign missions?”
Who says you’re not called?
The issue is not one of who is
called, but of how you are called.
It’s time to re-think our concept of “the call.” In
common usage (in our circles) “the call” is most often
expressed as something necessary for those who are in a
full-time, ordained ministry role such as pastor, missionary, music minister or educator. (You could say that those
roles are primarily platform ministries.) The prevalent beliefs about “calling” are frequently coupled with teaching
that says, “If you’re not ‘called’ to the ministry, then you
shouldn’t be in ministry at all.”
Most Christians are not called to ministry in one of
the aforementioned vocations, so many tend to think,
“I’m not called.” These believers may feel that they are
fulfilling their obligations as Christians by supporting
“those in ministry” by praying for them, attending
church, and giving tithe.
MISSIONARY HERALD

The problem with this unbiblical perspective on
calling is that it relegates obligation for ministry to
people in only a few roles. Leaving the work of ministry
to only a few who are specially “called” means that the
harvest labor force is much too small to reach billions
of people that never have had the opportunity to hear
the gospel.
Those watching the growth rate of Christianity
and global population growth have noticed that world
evangelization is not keeping up with the growth of the
world’s population.1 That essentially means that we are
not doing a good job at reaching the world. Even worse,
our lack of commitment implies that we’re really not
even trying to reach the world.
While mission organizations are growing and
there is much to report, with great cause for excitement – Christianity is growing! – most of the work
is being done by those within those specific ministerial professions.

Put your ear down to the Bible and hear Him
bid you go and pull sinners out of the fire of sin.
Put your ear down to the burdened, agonized
heart of humanity, and listen to its pitiful wail for
1

help. Go stand by the gates of hell and hear the
damned entreat you to go to their father’s house
and bid their brothers and sisters and servants
and masters not to come there.
Then look Christ in the face — whose mercy you
have professed to obey — and tell Him whether you will join heart and soul and body and
circumstances in the march to publish His mercy
to the world.
The Word of God, the Bible, is in itself a sufficient
call. More specific “calling” rarely comes to an individual
until there is forward movement. God will not be displeased if you try to reach the world with the gospel just
because the Bible says you should.
If you’re ready to move from who to how today,
send us an email at 1040window@4efm.org.
“Many are called, but pews are chosen.”

The chart was taken from: http://christianityinview.com/religion-statistics.html

February 2022
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This is not sufficient to accomplish the Great Commission. Only a small percentage of believers are “called”
to platform ministries. Only a small number of those
believers are “called” to foreign service. It’s actually
quite impressive that the few who are “called” to foreign
service are doing as well as they are, considering the
gargantuan task they shoulder!
It’s now time for those who are “not called” to step
into the game and acknowledge that “Yes, indeed, we
are called.” The question is not “if” you are called, but “to
what?” and “how?”
William Booth is believed to have said it like this:
“Not called!” did you say?
“Not heard the call,” I think you should say.
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Dear Friends,
Thanks to everyone who wrote notes, sent cards, called, or contacted us electronically during this Christmas season. It meant so
much to receive each note!
With Rebecca’s surgery and subsequent recovery (as well as a
period of quarantine after Covid exposure) our December was different from most years. We didn’t get a Christmas card out, and a lot of
other things went undone. But we had a beautiful, reflective Christmas season in spite of it all.
It was bittersweet to drop Kaylynn off at the airport as she returned to college. We treasure every memory of our time together
and thank God for it while we share tears of grief at parting yet again.
God has been at work in our family, teaching us to rely on Him
alone. At every stage of Kaylynn’s journey, as we waited to hear if she
had made it through security, made her connecting flight, and then
made it to her destination, we were helpless to assist her. She was in
God’s hands. As we waited for Rebecca to emerge from her spleen
surgery and then start the long, slow process of recovery, we were
again helpless. Her life was in God’s hands.
So much of life is out of our control. While we make plans and
have responsibilities, the Lord is sovereign. I’ve been reminded recently of these words from the song, “Submission”:
“Not what I wish to be, nor where I wish to go,
For who am I that I should choose my way?
The Lord will choose for me, tis better far I know,
So let Him bid me go, or stay.”
This past week the surgeon released Rebecca from all restrictions. We are so grateful for God’s healing touch, and we thank everyone who prayed for us.
It was 20 years ago this March that our family began full-time
ministry. God’s promise to provide for us has been fulfilled. He has
continued to make a way for us to devote ourselves to a life of fulltime ministry, and we are so grateful! To everyone across the years
who has given, encouraged, supported, and prayed – thank you! To
everyone who has been a friend to our family – thank you as well! We
SO appreciate our friends.
While I wish that I could write a more personal note to each one
of you, or that we could have a long talk, time will not permit it at
the present. Please know that you are loved, and we so appreciate
your kindness to our family, especially during this recent challenging
season. May God bless each one of you!
In Christian Love,
Eric Himelick
MISSIONARY HERALD

Becca in the hospital

x
Esther decorating cookies

Himelick family at Christmas time

Karissa taking care of her pets

PRAYER REQUESTS FROM EGYPT

• Acceptance of new members
into the Faith Evangelical Conference in Egypt.
• Providing faithful pastors to the
Faith churches that do not have
pastors up till now.

• Meeting the urgent financial
needs of Faith Churches in
El-Zohour and in Madinat ElNour areas.

• Finishing paying back the instalments of the churches in Ard
of El Geneina and the church in
Bahtim to own them.

• Planting churches in the areas of
Abu Qurqas and the New Valley.

• Providing for the financial needs
of the Prayer Mountain Conference Centre (6 million pounds
are urgently needed to be paid
to the government office to
legalize the land and buildings)

Rev. Leroy S. Adams Jr.
Robert & Emma Adams
Robert & Emma Adams
Katherine Evanko Busanus
Rev. Victor & Genny Glenn
Carolyn Comfort
Carolyn Comfort
Larry W. Crowl
Rev. LaWayne Dean
Ralph & Pauline Stuck
Faith Hemmeter
Carrie Boyer
Dorothy Sult
Kenneth C Hembree
Alverta Miller
Rev. Guy & Dana Troyer

• Providing for the monthly financial needs of the Prayer Mountain and Faith Church in Medan
Victoria.

• Allocating lands from the state
of Egypt on which churches are
built under the Congregation of
Faith Conference in Egypt.

• Rebuilding and renewing our
church in Muasasat El- Zaka
area.

IN MEMORY of

• Hiring new laborers to work in
the Prayer Mountain.

• Finishing writing a children’s curriculum and a youth curriculum.
• Finishing translating and preparing the curriculum of Shepherds Global Classroom to be
used and implemented in Faith
Churches in Egypt.

From
Mrs. Myrtle Adams
George Adams
Shelby Adams
Chris Busanus
Chris Busanus
Myron Comfort
Shady Grove Wesleyan Nazarene Church
Betty Crowl
Gladys Dean
Lawrence & Eunice Garman
Lawrence & Eunice Garman
Lawrence & Eunice Garman
June Hedinger
Joanne Hembree
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Himes
Irwin & Patsy Lewis

PRAY FOR OUR MKS, THAT...
• God would be very real to
them, and that their faith
would grow strong.
• They will have open and loving
relationships with their parents
and siblings.
• They would know God’s comfort and peace in every time of
transition and culture shock.
• They would be protected from
evil and kept safe in times of
temptation.
• They will grow in obedience,
self-control, and love for others.
• They will have spiritually beneficial friendships with people
in both their host and home
cultures.
• God will prepare them in every
way for their lifetime of service
in His kingdom.

Our Loved Ones
Rev. Juddie & Eunice Peyton
Eunice Peyton
Thomas Spoonamore
Kim Spoonamore
Regina Spoonamore
Rick Spoonamore
Kevin Spoonamore
Howard Survance
Glenn Troutman

IN HONOR of
Irene Maurer
Irene Maurer
Irene Maurer
Irene Maurer

Mary Moyer
Jeff Myers
Rebecca Myers
Mrs. Evelyn Spoonamore
Mrs. Evelyn Spoonamore
Mrs. Evelyn Spoonamore
Mrs. Evelyn Spoonamore
Mrs. Evelyn Spoonamore
Carol Survance
Jane Troutman

From
Lawrence & Eunice Garman
Drs. Mary Schmidt-Libby & Russell Libby
Franklin Maurer
Richfield Evangelical Methodist Church
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We trust the Lord, who is
faithful and trustworthy, that He
would listen to our prayers that
include the following requests:
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Field
Updates
Sign up to receive our weekly Prayer and Praise emails
by calling 812-275-7531 or emailing Elizabeth Albertson
at elizabethalbertson@4efm.org.

Southeast Asia

Urban Ministries

Pray that God will open doors as Andrew S. connects
with pastor networks and makes arrangements for training
seminars. Pray for God’s help to Morgan in her pregnancy.
Pray that God will bless in the pro-life conference in southeast Asia this month, and that this will lead to the rescue of
babies and the salvation of souls. Continue to pray for the
residential institute and for Don D. as he leads the program.
Pray for Dave and Louise S. and for God’s perfect timing in
their relocation to Asia.

Tonweya and Judy Sherman are continually building
relationships with individuals who are new believers or
have not yet been saved. Pray for them to be continually
filled with God’s Spirit so that they are effective in witness and discipleship. Pray for their children as they learn
and grow.
Pray for Eric Himelick and others who are planning
Nehemiah Discipleship Project events at Victory Acres. The
next NDP experience is slated for June 2-5. Please pray for
God to lead the right people to join in these ministries and
in the training program.

Dominican Republic
Pray for the establishment and maturation of those who are
part of the Men of Valor group, that they would become strong
Christian leaders in their families, churches and communities.
Pray for the Leivas as they teach classes and lead by example.

Guatemala
The academy in Jalapa has begun a new school year.
At this point, classes must all still be taught online. Pray
for the teachers to continue to have grace and creativity
for teaching virtually, and that God will be at work in each
family. Pray for the administrators and board as they make
decisions on their own this year.

Liberia
Please pray that the construction of the institute
building will progress well. There has been a delay that
kept us from being able to move into the building in
January. We need to move in soon because we are not renewing the lease on the rented building. Representatives
are visiting more high schools to get teachers started
using SGC Bible courses. Pray that many students will be
reached with the gospel.

Dave and Louise S., the G.
family, and the Litchfield family
continue to travel and share about
their ministries. Please pray for
their services and for supporters,
but also pray for the physical and
emotional needs of each of these
missionary families.

Honduras
We are rejoicing over the reopening of the on-campus Bible Institute this month. (From 2015-present, the institute offered extension
classes only, instead of having a
residency program.) Please pray for
director Joel Zuniga, the instructors,
and the students. The school year
runs February-November.
Please pray for the Melton family as they work through adoption
details in the process of adopting a
Honduran baby girl.

Deputation

Home Office

Dominican Republic: Abigail, Felix, and Yascaira with
their baptism certificates

We are thanking the Lord for
His recent provision of additional
office staff! We will be sharing
more about that in an upcoming Herald. X

