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This interview is adapted from “New Staff – Jake & Naomi Litchfield”
– an EFM podcast. Listen to the podcast on your favorite streaming
app or scan the QR code for instant access.

Jake: I think I first started hearing about this concept—the glory of God being the best motivation
for missions—in response to a very human-centered perspective that had said, “We need to go
save them because they’re miserable creatures. We
don’t want them to go to Hell and suffer. So we’ll
go as missionaries, for their own good.” The emphasis on the glory of God seems to be a reaction
to that thought, and I think it’s good to a certain
extent. It is true that our ultimate goal is God and
His glory. But the question that must come next is,
what does that mean? What does it look like for us
to seek God’s glory?

The truth is, God cares about people. People matter, and God is glorified when people are
saved. Fear of Hell is an important motivation for
missions, but it is not the highest motivation we
should have for seeking to win the lost or for the
lost to come to Christ. Hell is talked about in Scripture so that people will fear going there. The fear of
God brings people to Christ, but ultimately, people
need to come with a heart for truth. They look at
the truth—“I’m a sinner and Christ deserves my life;
He’s given his life for me”—and they come in faith.
There’s a good tension between the two
motivators. I think both need to be there. God is
glorified through the saving of sinners from Hell.
So I think both ideas fit together there.
EFM: Yes, if we focus on one to the exclusion of
the other, we’re going to miss something.
Now, you said something interesting about
the need for people to come to Christ on the basis
of truth. I want to come back to that conversation
of how people deal with truth and what you’ve
seen with that in your ministry in Thailand. But
before we get there, let’s talk about Thailand.
When I was still new to life in southeast Asia,
I was told that Thailand is a hub for missions,
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EFM: It’s good to have Jake Litchfield visiting with
us today. Jake and his family have been serving in
Thailand for five years. Jake, I want to talk to you
about your time in Thailand and why you’re there.
But first, let’s talk about motivation for missions. In
times past, one of the dominant motivators for missionaries was a healthy concern for lost people: If
they don’t hear the gospel message, they are going
to Hell. More recently, the Church’s main motivation
for missions has been the furtherance of the glory
of God. As missionaries we glorify Christ among the
nations. Speak to that and how you fit into that.
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particularly in the city where you are currently serving—Chiang Mai. When I first heard this, it surprised
me because I had always thought of Thailand as being
a place of great need. It’s in the 10/40 Window, and I
didn’t think of the Thai people as receiving many missionaries… But as I’ve gained experience, I’ve seen that
missions has been part of their history for quite a while.
And yet, there’s still a huge need there. Help us understand the missions scene in Thailand and tell us how you
fit into that.

Naomi and Darlene with Lahu grandmas
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Preaching at a Thai-Burmese church
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Jake: The first missionaries came to Bangkok, Thailand in
1828. Those first two missionaries focused on ministering to the Chinese and experienced resistance from the
Thais. So the gospel has been among the Thai people
for a little less than two hundred years. Thais have had
Scripture in their own language since the 1890’s.
But where is the fruit of this gospel presence in Thailand? After nearly two hundred years of missions work
only 0.5% of the population is evangelical. Yes, there are
thousands of missionaries serving in Thailand, but what
good has it done?
When I look at the needs there, my heart is burdened for the Thai church. If spiritual fruit is not being
produced, then we know there’s a problem in who
the church is at its roots. In Thailand, we see a lack of
evangelism. Even where evangelism is happening, it is
not bearing the fruit that it should. The gospel is not
defective… the gospel is the power of God to save… in
every culture, every place, every context. So the problem
must be with the church. The church needs to carefully
consider its own spiritual health.
If we look at Paul’s epistles and the other epistles
in Scripture, we see that much was written to straighten things out in the churches that were receiving the
letters. In the epistles, there’s a focus on the church’s
need to be something before they do something. Part of
the reason that the apostles focused on this is that if the
church becomes what it is called to be, it will be mission-minded. Christians will care for the lost, and they’ll
win the lost. They’ll have a testimony that goes beyond
mere words. Their life and their words will together testify of Christ’s effective work in their hearts and lives.
But when we look at the Thai church, we see a lack
of fruit and a lack of evangelism. The Thai church is very
shallow in many places.
We showed a friend of ours a children’s Bible story
book. As she looked at the various illustrations, she

kept asking, “What is this story?” She didn’t recognize
baby Moses in the basket or know the account of Jesus
turning water into wine even though she’d been in the
church for several years. Whatever is being taught is
not deep and it’s not comprehensive, but instead it is
shallow. One local told me that much of the teaching in
the church is on the gifts of the Spirit and on worship.
They’ve adopted much of the Western way of worship—
worship teams and that sort of thing.
The Thai church needs to be revived. Yes, Thais are
complacent. To a large extent, they’re not interested in
Christianity. But there would be a more powerful witness
if the church there was where it was supposed to be.

Jake: Well, by speaking of revival, I am saying that there
is a great need for conviction of sin, but also a great
need for a renewed love for the Word of God, which
starts in people’s hearts. A person who loves the Lord
will love His Word. Illiterate Christians who are hungry
for God’s Word are anxious to learn to read just so they
can read the Bible! The Thai have multiple versions of
the Bible available to them, and yet the Bible is not
being read. So when I talk about revival, I’m talking
about the whole person being changed so that people

A floating market in Bangkok

Rice terraces near Chiang Mai
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EFM: Yes! My experience in Asia has been very similar
to what you have seen in the country of Thailand. Once
I was talking to a second-generation believer. This man
had grown up in the church yet did not remember the
story of King Ahab. So I had to bring him up to speed
in the Bible study we were having on Ahab and Elijah.
It made me grateful that my parents took discipleship
very seriously.
When we are teaching Christians, we want to get
to the place where we can talk about doctrines such
as separation from the world, entire sanctification, and
other deeper truths of theology, but when we’re talking
to these Christians we are getting such a burden for
them as underdeveloped disciples. They are not ready
to learn about standards or theology, because they still
don’t understand rudimentary, basic Christianity… You
guys are still on milk, and you should be eating meat! to
paraphrase Hebrews 5. So it’s very, very crucial that we
address the “milk” issues so that we can eventually get to
the “meat.”
Now you said that the church there needs revival.
How does revival fit into this great need of basic
discipleship?
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love God’s Word and are learning to live for Him in
everyday life.
They have a lot of teaching on novel, exciting
issues such as gifts of the Spirit, but we need to be
teaching about how sin separates us from God, about
how we live for Jesus every day, and how we live in
consistent victory over sin.
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A spirit house
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EFM: Yes, this is a big need. We need the Spirit to
change hearts, and we need discipleship.
Let’s talk about how we present the gospel in a
hostile environment or in a place where people are
worshiping other gods. We realize that we’re not fighting against men, but against principalities and powers and spiritual forces of wickedness in high places
(Ephesians 6).
One of the things that is striking to a lot of people when they arrive in some of these countries is the
prevalence of idolatry. In every home, every business,
and every vehicle you see idols. In Thailand, they also
have little spirit houses in front of every property.
What might someone from the West see and
experience on a visit to Thailand in regard to spiritual
engagement and warfare?
Jake: Our first clear encounter with spiritual darkness
was right in our home. One of our girls was waking
up screaming or crying almost every morning at the
same time because of nightmares. It was strange, and
we wondered, Why is this happening? So we began to pray.
There was kind of this back-and-forth tug-of-war
where it would not happen for a while after we prayed,
but then it would start happening again. Why was it
happening to her in particular? I don’t know. Maybe
she is more sensitive.
We learned that we had to pray. We began to pray
every single night for God’s protection against the
powers of darkness. Now we might wonder, Why didn’t
God just answer prayer and keep it from ever being a
problem again? There are actually many things that we
pray for on a regular basis. We trust the Lord, but we
continue to ask for daily bread. So this is something
that we’ve continued to this day, with rare exceptions.
We pray every single night for God’s protection. We
have found it necessary.
Others have also sensed the spiritual darkness in
Thailand. There’s a heaviness that has to be overcome

in that environment. The culture has been under the
power of animism (the worship of spirits) and Buddhism for centuries without interruption, so you can
expect to find strongholds of spiritual darkness.
One Thai man who traveled to the U.S. realized,
“I’m not fighting anything here! I have fought something my whole Christian life while in Thailand.” He
felt a freedom here in the U.S. that he had never felt
before in his Christian life.
There is definitely a difference in the way that
spiritual darkness manifests itself in different cultures,
but there is also something to be said for how biblical
principles have historically had precedence in American culture, which makes a huge difference in the
spiritual realm.
When you’re living in a place like Thailand, you
pray against the powers of darkness, asking for the
Lord’s protection and for God to lift the oppression
that Satan brings. That’s important for evangelism or
work in the churches there. Satan has a stronghold in
people’s hearts and minds in a way that perhaps he
wouldn’t elsewhere because they’ve given themselves
over to demons.
EFM: It’s real. When you step into these places, you
can sense the heaviness. Ephesians teaches that people have been darkened in the understanding of their
minds because of the hardness of their hearts—their
refusal to respond in faith. That has tremendous practical applications.
Jake: Romans 1 talks about a spiraling descent into
sin. It starts with not recognizing God as God. There
are two things in that passage. First, in refusing the
knowledge of God, people lose their ability to think.
Our ability to reason properly is wrapped up in how
we receive God’s truth, including truth about who God
is. Secondly, the loss of dignity. In any culture—including American—we lose our decency and dignity when
we reject who God is. Both our wisdom and our ability
to think are wrapped up in how we respond to the
knowledge of God.
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EFM: “…They lose their ability to think…” This doesn’t
mean that people are stupid or unintelligent. But it
does mean that the god of this world has blinded
them. If we’re not receiving the light of the gospel,
there are consequences.
7

Reaching Farther in

THAILAND
Thailand has had a gospel presence for many
years, but the evangelical population is quite small,
and we’ve got a lot of discipleship to do there. So, how
do we communicate the gospel to the Thai?

Rees and Jake Litchfield with a Thai pastor friend
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Jake: Well, there are two essential parts of sharing
the gospel. One is a life of godliness, and the other
is the words that confirm and speak out of that life.
Words are much more powerful if your life is speaking
the truth as well. I’ve had a Thai believer explain to
me that Thais don’t respond to teaching or doctrine
as much as they respond to actions in life.
Among the Thai, and perhaps among other
Asians, understanding is usually based on personal
experience. They’ve had an experience with the
power of some spirit who they consider to be god,
and this experience trumps logical thinking. Thus
it is difficult to convince them of spiritual truth
with logical, progressive reasoning. (If this is true,
then this is true…) But the gospel—the truth of
the gospel—is the power of God to salvation. The
foolishness of preaching brings about the fruit
of salvation.
But people need to see a Christian life lived in
front of them—and not just an individual’s life, but a
family’s life, and the life of a church community.
EFM: In that culture, people don’t usually reason
their way into Christianity. I have asked people in my
country of service, “Why do you believe what you
believe?”
The answers are typically quite pathetic, but
revealing. “Well, we believe this because this is what
our heritage is; it’s what our parents believe. And if
we don’t believe it, we’re going to get persecuted. So
therefore, we believe it.”
This reasoning may help people get along with
the crowd, but it has nothing to do with pursuit of
universal truth. When it comes to eternal destiny,
that’s a dangerous spot to be in! So it’s really important to confront people with what the gospel
provides. We must also show them how it looks in
real life. For example, they can see how we discipline
and lead our children, and how it produces peace
in our homes. They contrast that with the lack of
order and peace they see in non-Christian homes.
This creates context in which the seeds of the gospel
can germinate.

EFM: Yes, relationship and community is an important
discussion in itself. In collectivist cultures such as those
found in the East, a man won’t think about what he
wants to believe, but people will decide as a group what
they together will believe. When we are introducing the
gospel in a collectivist culture, we’re not just looking for
individual converts, but we’re seeking to disciple within
the context of a community. When an existing community comes to faith in Christ, a church is begun!
Jake: Well, this has been more or less successful in Thai
church history, when Christians have gone into a community, such as a community of tribal people. The community decides together, “Do we want to accept this?
Well, we need to talk to this other chief from the other
village. We need to do this together.”
That whole way of thinking is foreign to the individualistic mindset of Americans, but God has used people
group movements toward the gospel. In those cultures,
there needs to be work towards bringing whole families
and communities to Christ, rather than just focusing on
individuals.
EFM: In addition to supporting the ministry your family
is doing in Thailand, what are some ways people could
be involved in reaching the Thai people?
Jake: God may be leading you to go yourself. We want
more laborers, more committed believers who will go
and make disciples. Thailand has freedom of religion
right now. If you have a heart for Bible teaching or for
teaching children, if you can teach English, or even if

you are a nurse, those would all be avenues for ministry
in Thailand.
We definitely welcome people to come visit and see
what it’s like. It was a short-term missions trip that made
the difference in my life in God bringing me to Thailand,
and it can be life-changing for other young people as
well. So we invite people to come and visit and see
the field.
EFM: Suppose somebody says, “I’m interested, but I’m
not sure I’m ready to go yet. But while I’m thinking about
it, maybe there are some opportunities close to home.”
I went to a hotel a year or two ago and an employee
told me that she was from Thailand. How would people find Thai people or begin talking to them, even in
the States?
Jake: Well, you could learn a little bit of Thai. It always impresses someone when you put some effort
into learning their language. So learn to say “Hello”
(“sah-wah-dee”) and “How are you?” in Thai. That will
surprise them, and it will bless them. Because they
are in a different culture, they will be delighted that
somebody is making an effort to connect with them in
their language.
Study Buddhism, specifically Theravada Buddhism.
This will help you learn how Thai people think and how
to speak to them in a way that’s meaningful in regard to
the gospel and other things.
As to where to find Thai people: a lot of them come
to the U.S. for school, or to start businesses such as
restaurants, so find a Thai restaurant in your area and
occasionally go there and make a connection with them,
speaking to them and building a relationship.
EFM: Any closing words you’d like to offer here, Jake?
Jake: We have been blessed to be in Thailand and blessed to join EFM. We’re thankful to have found a missions
organization that has a similar vision for discipleship and
training godly leaders.
We are thankful for all those who are praying for us
already! We’ve not met many of you, but you’ve seen our
picture and you pray for us. You’ve given money—may
God bless you for that! We’re thankful for this team. It
means a lot to know that there’s a team around you and
behind you, even if you don’t know everyone who is
supporting you in prayer. Thank you!
March 2022
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Jake: Something else to think about when it comes to
sharing the gospel in the Thai culture is their understanding of theological concepts.
Take the word “sin,” for instance. It does not mean
the same thing to them as it does to us, so sharing the
gospel needs to be a two-way conversation, not a monologue. It’s good to ask them, “What do you think ‘sin’ is?
What is eternal life? Who is God?” Their answers to these
questions may be completely wrong, so there needs to
be interaction. If we just share the gospel with them, the
truth we are speaking is going to get jumbled up with
their preconceived ideas about these terms. Because of
this, having conversations with people in the context
of relationship is so much more effective than preaching at them.
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Resurrection Rolls
Ingredients:
 1 10 oz. package of jumbo refrigerated crescent
rolls
 1/4 cup sugar
 1 tablespoon ground cinnamon
 8 large marshmallows
 1/4 cup melted butter
1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Prepare muffin
pan with nonstick cooking spray.
2. Separate rolls into 8 triangles and set aside.
3. Combine sugar and cinnamon in a small bowl.

March 2022

Happy Easter!
Next month we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus
from the tomb. Resurrection Sunday is one of the
best days of the year for Christians!
How do we know that Jesus was raised from among
the dead? We know because the tomb was empty
when the two Marys arrived! See Mark 16:1‐8
Maybe your mother or a Sunday School teacher or
some other adult could help you make these
Resurrection Rolls to help remind us of the empty
tomb.

4. Dip each marshmallow into the butter, then roll
in the cinnamonsugar mix and place eacn one on
one of the triangles.
5. Pinch the dough around the marshmallow, tightly
sealing all the edges.
6. Dip the tops of the sealed roll into the butter and
then into the sugarcinnamon mixture. Place each
one into a muffin cup, sugar side up.
7. Bake at 375 degrees for 1315 minutes. Eat
warm.
The marshmallow represents Jesus, wrapped in
white linen. The roll represents the tomb in which
He was buried. When you bake the rolls, the
marshmallows melt away and leave empty "tombs!"
AroundMyFamilyTable.com/emptytombrolls2
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Kids, ask someone to help you make these "emptytomb rolls." This might be a neat Sundayschool class
project for Easter Sunday morning! Send an email to elizabethalbertson@4efm.org or call her at 812275
7531 to tell her who helped you. Thank God that Jesus has risen to give us new life! We would like to give
a prize to five of the kids who call or write to us and print their names on a future Kids' Page.
Steven E. Hight

WHAT WERE THEY DOING
WHEN GOD CALLED?
IRENE MAURER — PART II
“There are a lot of ladies who can do this work. But what
about My work?” This was the question God posed to Irene
Maurer at the close of last month’s Heritage article. As a
seamstress laboring in a sewing factory, Irene began to
sense God’s nudging toward her life’s work. Here’s “the rest
of the story” of God’s calling and Irene’s response. -Steven E.
Hight

Above: Irene, second from left, in a musical group
representing Intercession City Biblical College
Above Right: Irene Maurer around the time she left for her first term in Egypt

n a Friday evening in March 1946, five or six months
after hearing God’s voice, Irene Maurer attended a
youth service where He again spoke to her about being
a missionary. She went forward to pray, and the Lord
made it clear to her heart that this was His calling. She
testified to the call at the close of the service, but when
she arrived home she said nothing to her parents, nor
did her pastor know anything about it. Satan whispered
that she probably was mistaken and not called at all,
which prompted her to ask God to confirm His will.
The following Sunday she was in the evening service
at the home-mission church her father had helped to
start. As people sang and testified, the Lord indicated
that she should testify about her call. She hesitated, seeking confirmation of the call first, but “He dealt with me
in such a way that I knew I must tell the congregation”
what had happened on Friday. When she did, the pastor
rose from his seat and said that he had told his wife that
he believed God was calling someone into His service,
for God had given him this text to preach, “The Master is
come and calleth for thee” (John 11:28). The Lord’s blessing fell on the service, and Irene had her confirmation!
Sensing that God wanted her in Egypt, she contacted Victor Glenn, EFM’s director, who suggested that she
prepare by attending Intercession City Biblical College
in Florida. She enrolled in the fall of 1946. During her
two years there she served in outreach ministries. In one

mixed musical group she sang and played the trumpet.
She was also a member of Ropeholders, a group of
twenty-two students who were interested in missions.
Six members of the group eventually spent time on
foreign soil.
Toward the end of her first year at ICBC a young
ministerial student began showing interest in Irene.
During the summer she worked in an orphanage in
Kentucky to gain practical experience before going to
the mission field, and the young man visited her there
and proposed marriage. Irene accepted, reasoning that,
with his ministerial calling, he could evangelize in Egypt.
He was a good preacher and had the respect of many
people. When Victor Glenn learned of the arrangement,
he told Irene that people without a call to the mission
field usually did not remain there very long.
Irene and her fiancé continued making their wedding plans, choosing the person to perform the ceremony, ordering the wedding cake and flowers, and booking
a photographer. Because of their schedule, they held the
rehearsal several days before the wedding date. Following the practice, they decided to fast and pray to make
sure they were doing God’s will. Having sought God
again, her fiancé sadly told her that he could not go to
Egypt.
So, “what was to be our wedding day was spent in
going to the photographer to cancel [continued on page 15]
March 2022
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The Shermans News from Detroit
JUDY SHERMAN

B

Tonweya Sherman Family

A Pakistani man who has become a great friend!

Hadassah

Jonny and Alice Sommer

Krishana

Malia

Watching Jonny roast coffee
for Awake Café

12

..........

Aiden

MISSIONARY HERALD

abies, broken boilers, and busy
coffee shops! Join us as we recount the last several months of our
lives. God has been so good to us!
Morning by morning new mercies I see
is a phrase that comes to mind when
thinking of how God has helped us
recently. Every day we find God’s
grace and wisdom for each moment.
On November 22, our little
family was blessed with the arrival of
Hadassah Dale! She has been a blessing to us and a source of entertainment for her siblings during these
cold months. There’s nothing quite
like a baby’s bright smile to cheer
you up on a cold winter day, and
Hadassah is eager to supply us with
lots of smiles. Having four children
has definitely been an adjustment to
mom’s schedule of homeschooling
and general run of the family! Aiden
and Krishana are ready helpers,
and Malia makes sure that the baby
always has her blanket and pacifier.
We love our children and the addition they are to our ministry!
The winter season arrived,
Christmas flew by with its special activities, and suddenly here we are in
the new year! Cold weather always
brings challenges to old buildings.
The chapel where our congregation has been meeting for several
years belongs to Brown Evangelistic
Ministries and is heated by an old
boiler system. We realized that the
boiler was rusted and leaking. One
company estimated $4,500 to fix the
pipe and pump, while another company said they would only replace
the whole thing for $25,000! After

but more importantly, we continue to have opportunities to speak
about Christ as we serve our customers. We thank God for our team
of workers!
Great is Thy faithfulness! God
showed His faithfulness to a dear
lady who has attended our church
for several years. Anna carries a
burden to see her family get saved,
and in January God answered one of
her prayers. She called Tonweya one
morning, asking him to visit her sister
who was in the hospital. He went and
had prayer with Theresa, pointing
her to Jesus as her Savior. Theresa seemed to recover, but a short
time later passed away. Later, Anna
told us—with joy in her eyes—that
Theresa had been confessing her sins
and praying before she passed away.
We praise God for how He used Anna
and her testimony to reach her sister
at the end of her life! Though we only
knew her for a couple of weeks, we
had the privilege of taking part in the
funeral service and were able to talk
to other family members and friends
about Christ. God is faithful!
Thank you to each of you who
have come along beside us in prayer
and support! As we come into 2022,
we are aware of a great big God who
is in control and still interested in
saving people and changing lives.
You are a part of the lives that are
affected here in Detroit! We have had
opportunities to take part in a couple
funerals this last month and have
been able to speak to individuals
during those times of Christ and eternity. God is working to draw hearts to
Himself, and we appreciate your role
in allowing that to happen. May God
bless each of you and give you a year
of His peace and presence!
Sincerely,
The Tonweya Sherman Family

Children from our congregation displaying
their cookie creations!
March 2022

..........

several phone calls with a friend
who does heating and plumbing,
Tonweya went down with Aiden and
Krishana to do a temporary fix until
the whole system could be replaced.
As soon as he barely touched the
pipe, it started leaking in another
area! The only option was to try to
get the old pipe and pump separated from the furnace and replace
them! Those who have worked on
old boilers know it is not easy to do
this without breaking things! Before
starting, Tonweya told Aiden and
Krishana what he was going to do
and that they needed Jesus’ help
so it wouldn’t break! The pipe
unscrewed as if it was a new pipe!
When he examined it, in one area
the threads were only the thickness
of a sewing needle!!! It should have
broken. Krishana was standing
off to the side praying, “Dear
Jesus, please HELP!” Later she
exclaimed, “Thank you, Jesus!” It
was special to have the children
witness the miracle! It made Tonweya’s daddy heart glow to think
about how God listens to His little
children! Life is never boring; and
God is so good to help with every
season and its challenges!
A big answer to prayer has been
our new manager at Awake Café!
Jonny and Alice Sommer have been
here since May 2021 and Jonny
has taken the role of managing
the shop. Jonny has his own coffee
roasting business, giving us the ability to roast our coffee there. They
both have been a huge blessing
to the shop and given Tonweya a
chance to focus more on the church
and the renovation of the fellowship hall. This couple’s passion for
Christ and coffee is such an addition
to our team! We continue to have
record-breaking sales in the café,
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Servants
of Whom?
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minister is a servant. In fact, the word minister is
just another word for servant though the terms
minister or ministry can be put into high sounding titles. For example, the title Prime Minister simply
means “first servant.”
Evangelistic Faith Missions is a ministry, which
means we are a service organization. It is worthwhile
to ask, “Who is served by EFM?” or “For whom do we
work?” There are several good answers.
(1) We serve God. His Word commissions us with such
commands as “Go ye into all the world,” “Preach the
Word,” and “Commit [these things] to faithful men who
can teach others also.” Our mission is to obey Him and
to influence others to obey Him. The Apostle Paul said,
“Woe is me if I preach not the gospel.”
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(2) We serve the lost. The Apostle Paul, speaking of his
obligation to carry the gospel, said, “I am debtor both
to the Greek and to the barbarian.” He owed the gospel
message as a debt, not because the lost deserved it, but
because it was given to him by God for them.
Imagine if someone gave you a sum of money
MISSIONARY HERALD

to give to someone else. You would be in debt to the
intended recipient until you delivered it, even if he had
done nothing to earn the gift. The lost have not asked
us to serve them and must be persuaded to accept the
gospel, so our service to them includes learning to understand their thinking and their needs.
(3) We serve the church. Around the world are churches that lack doctrinal stability, balanced biblical teaching,
and leadership training. They are unprepared to explain
the Christian faith to the surrounding population that
follows another religion. They don’t know how to send
someone to evangelize and plant the church in a new
area. They lack material that is prepared in their language for discipleship and pastor development. Most
pastors never attend Bible college, and many do not feel
able to teach their congregations. We serve the church
by equipping it for its mission.
(4) We serve missionaries. A missionary is a person
who is sent somewhere by the church to work for the
advancement of the gospel. We are recruiting missionaries to serve in countries where they are most needed.

(5) We serve you, our senders. As a Christian, you want
the gospel to reach around the world. You want to be
engaged in the work of the Great Commission. Because
most Christians do not go as missionaries to other
places, one of the ways you reach farther is sending and
supporting agents who act on your behalf. In a sense,
EFM is the “middleman” between senders and the active
agents. As a sender you depend on us to explore the
opportunities in distant countries, develop plans for
action, and recruit missionaries. You depend on us to
finish some projects while ensuring that national leaders
are able to responsibly continue other work. You want to
know that your giving will have an impact.
We are not a ministry that merely fulfills its own vision while you provide the support. We know that if our
vision became much different from yours, we would not
truly represent you. It’s important for us to constantly
describe our goals and actions so that you are confident
that our vision matches yours. We hope that when you
read our reports you are nodding and thinking, “Yes!
That’s what needs to happen!”
As a mission organization, we are called to serve. To
serve is our honor and responsibility.
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WHAT WERE THEY DOING WHEN
GOD CALLED? CONTINUED
[from page 11] the appointment” as well as
advising the minister and other participants that there would be no marriage. At
the school the students and staff ate what
was to have been the wedding cake.
As time passed Irene came to realize
that the proposed marriage would not
have been the right thing for her and that
surrendering to God’s will, even though
it caused pain, was the best choice. “I was
disappointed,” she wrote, “but it turned
out to be God’s appointment for me.” A
poem by Edith Lillian Young expressed her
feelings. The first lines say:
“Disappointment – His Appointment”
Change one letter, then I see
That the thwarting of my purpose
Is God’s better choice for me.
Irene Maurer’s long period of missionary service certainly proved that God’s
choice for her was the best one. May we
all learn that lesson and serve God well!
Adapted from Crossing Three
Continents with Christ,
by Irene Maurer (available from EFM)
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We serve them by providing financial and prayer support, training for the task, and training resources to use
for discipling converts and equipping new workers.
These missionaries are ministry trainers who strengthen
churches and disciple new converts. They are imaginative, dedicated pioneers who must experiment and
explore ways to be effective in their country, because
conditions vary widely. For some of them, their spiritual work is illegal. We serve them by empowering and
equipping them for adventurous ministry.
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Field
Updates
Sign up to receive our weekly Prayer and Praise emails
by calling 812-275-7531 or emailing Elizabeth Albertson
at elizabethalbertson@4efm.org.

Southeast Asia
The Lord has miraculously provided for the renewal of
visas for Morgan and the boys, for which we are so grateful.
Andrew spoke for a prolife conference in February, though
new quarantine requirements for visitors to the country
prevented a guest speaker from coming. Continue to pray
for Andrew as he connects with pastors and arranges training conferences.

Dominican Republic
The purchase of the new property for the Santo
Domingo church and for missionary residence has been
completed. The building is being repaired prior to occupancy. Several souls have been saved in the last couple
of months, for which we praise God!

Guatemala
The mountain village
church that the Schaper family
attended this past year celebrated its first anniversary in
February. Three teenagers have
continued the Sunday school
ministry that the Schaper girls
had helped begin!
Please keep praying that
the Lord will move on the hearts
of the government leaders to
reopen in-person classes in Guatemala without requiring students to be vaccinated, so that
our academy can re-open and
quality learning can resume!

February was a busy month for medical outreach in
Honduras with first a surgery team, then a medical brigade
serving our people.

Middle East
Pray for the G. family as they make final preparations
for their April move to language school in a country in the
Middle East. They plan to study for a year while engaging in
ministry as God opens the doors. Pray for their physical and
emotional health during this transition. Pray for all of the
details to come together, and for God’s continued provision
for their needs.

Liberia
We celebrate the marriage of our institute director Rita
Russell and her husband, Eugene Jarboe, who were married
February 19!

Victory Acres
Pray for the Himelick
family as they disciple several residents at the farm. Eric
Himelick and others are also
preparing for the Nehemiah
Discipleship Project Experience June 2-5.

Detroit

Honduras
Praise God for His help in
the reopening of our on-campus
Bible Institute last month. Please
pray for our residential students.

Jake Litchfield teaching at a home meeting

Services are now being
held at Awake Café. Pray that
passersby will be drawn in by
God’s presence among His
people. Continue to pray for
God’s help to Jonny and Alice
Sommer, Caila Rice, and Abby as
they serve the community and
daily witness for Christ in the
coffee shop.

