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DR MATT HALLAM

Dr Matt Hallam spoke for the
2022 Nehemiah Discipleship
Program Experience, and
shared some of this with the
young people there.

“I

would like to be a pastor, but
don’t feel a definite call to
ministry, so I will probably
just take general classes.” My heart
went out to the young man across
the table from me. He had been
waiting several years for a call to
ministry that never came. Now he
felt lost and uncertain about how to
move forward with his life.
His dilemma is not unique.
Many young (and older) people
struggle with the concept of calling
and God’s leadership in their lives.
They want to find God’s perfect will
in important issues.
God’s will can be known, but
sometimes not in the ways we
expect. Below I discuss three questions that I hope will help someone
who is struggling with finding God’s
will for their lives:
1. What is calling?
2. What does calling look like?
3. What if I am not called?
First, what is calling? Some
people have felt a call from God to
a role of ministry. For example, a
person may feel that God is calling
him to be a pastor or a missionary.
When people refer to a calling, that
is often what they mean. A person
may feel that he is not called because he has not heard from God in
that way. But calling is simply when
God tells us where He is leading
us. A person with a calling knows
where or how God wants him to
serve. If I have a calling it means

God has given me insight into
where He is leading me.
If I do not have a calling, I do
not know where God is leading. Not
knowing my destination in no way
suggests that God is not leading me.
It only means I will have to walk in
wisdom and by faith, following what
I understand of God’s will until He
gives me more details.
Even those with a definite
calling rarely are given all of the
details. Abraham knew he was going to have a son—and eventually
a descendant who would change
the world—but did not know how
or when. Gladys Aylward felt a call
to China but had no idea what her
ministry would look like.
Second, what does calling
look like? Calling looks different for
different people. Scripture shows
us that God calls in at least three
different ways.
First, in Moses we find the call
of the burning bush. In a dramatic,
supernatural fashion God called to
Moses out of a fiery bush and gave
him a mission to carry out. Some
people experience their calling in
similar dramatic and supernatural
experiences where God clearly
reveals His plans for them.
Second, in Esther we find the
call of the burning house. Esther had
no idea of God’s intentions for her
life. However, as events unfolded
it became clear that she had been
divinely placed in the right place at
the right time to accomplish God’s
mission. Some people are obviously
placed by God in positions “for such
a time as this.” They realize that they
should respond to a need that is
before them.
Third, in Nehemiah we find the
call of the burning heart. When a
friend came and shared bad news

about Jerusalem, Nehemiah felt a
strong emotional pull to do something. God calls some through a
strongly felt passion and doors
that miraculously open confirm the
calling.
God calls His people in all of
these ways, and we should not
expect that our calling will be the
same as another person’s.
Third, what if I am not called?
All it means is that God has not told
you exactly where He is leading you.
It does not change the truth of
Ephesians 2:10: God has uniquely
shaped each believer to serve in His
kingdom. It does not change Titus
2:14, where we find that Jesus has
redeemed and purified Christians
to be a people set apart for doing
good works. It does not change
Matthew 5:14-16, where Jesus claims
that believers are a light in the
darkness, drawing attention to the
Father through their good works.
Even if God has not given you
specific direction yet, you know that
you should find ways to fulfill this
role that every Christian has. As you
pray and respond to opportunities,
the details of God’s will for you will
become clearer.
You may not have a specific
calling, but that does not mean you
are free to do whatever you want
with your life. The truth repeatedly
revealed in scripture is that all Christians are uniquely gifted and shaped
for ministry.
Sometimes understanding of
God’s will comes through supernatural experience. Other times
understanding His purposes in our
life requires walking by faith and
uncovering who God has created us
to be. Regardless, each of us can be
led and all of us have been shaped
and gifted for ministry.
August 2022
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uch has changed since we started out ministering in an inner city park pavilion 25 years
ago this summer. I was just a 19-year-old kid
with more energy than wisdom, but God surrounded
me with a team of wise, capable people.
At the same time, God led me to Rachelle Long, a
young lady from southwest Missouri who had come
to study at Union Bible College in the fall of 1996. 23
years ago we were married at a little church in Rogersville MO. We recently celebrated God’s faithfulness to
us with a special trip to Niagara Falls and Buffalo NY.
During those early days God sent supportive mentors who encouraged me and spoke important truth
into my life, people like V.O. Agan, Rick Jones, Jeff Keaton, John Whiteman, Rick Herring, and Larry Grile (just
to name a few). God used their voices to guide and to
guard me, and I am forever grateful for their input and
influence in my life.
On June 9, 2022 we welcomed 43 young people,
along with numerous families, to Victory Acres Farm
for our third annual Nehemiah Discipleship Program
Experience. It was an intense time of work, training,
and discipleship. One of our project teams worked
to blaze a trail that future ministry guests will enjoy.
Other teams worked on painting cabins and numerous agricultural tasks. Each afternoon participants
spent time with skilled mentors in hands-on life skills
training. Opportunities this year included training in
bread-making, culinary arts, excavation, welding, logging and wood milling, child evangelism, hand therapy, and videography. We hope to offer skills training
in other areas as we gain additional mentors. Many
of the young people were inspired by these learning opportunities.
In our morning sessions on missions and evangelism, we focused on the theme “Ministry is life, and we
are all ministers of God’s reconciliation.” Each evening
we heard an inspiring message from Dr Matt Hallam as
we gathered under the big tent. His insights and winsome, caring heart were a blessing to us all. God used
the Hallam family in a wonderful way.
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Sunday was a day of celebration. It was Pentecost
Sunday; the 5th anniversary of The Gathering, our
congregation at Victory Acres; and the final day of NDP,
with nearly 100 people present. What a blessing! After a
service and a meal of chicken and noodles, we had our
annual prayer walk over the farm. As a group we walked
to the various areas where we had been working, shared
stories of God’s provision, and prayed God’s blessing
over our work and the farm.
As we came to the end of the new trail, I reflected on
similarities between the trail and ministry. “Few others
who come later will know the blood, sweat, and tears
that this crew put into making this trail happen,” I said.
“Others may come along later and add to it or make it
better. They may criticize the trail, but they won’t know
the challenges you faced in getting it to this point.” I
asked Joe Reimann, Urban Ministry Division’s first intern
and current missionary in Cincinnati, to pray for this area,
and he picked up on that theme in his prayer. “God, help
us to be grateful for those who have come before us and
blazed the trails for us in ministry. May we not criticize
and say ‘I wonder why they left that stump there?’ But
instead let us be thankful that there is a trail.”
I am grateful. I stand on the shoulders of generations
who faithfully followed God’s plan, and I have a heritage
to share with a new generation. There is a trail because
of those who’ve gone before us.
As I am writing this, 59 days remain before our family
says goodbye to Kaylynn and Rebecca, both headed off
to college, pursuing God’s plan for their lives. While my
father heart is saddened by the end of another season of
family togetherness, I am encouraged that my daughters
are actively pursuing His plan. My hope is that remembrance of God’s provision for our family over the past 20
years of full-time ministry will bolster their confidence
and cause them to trust God with their futures. My
prayer for our family is that those who come behind us
on the trail will find us faithful.
Thank you for your faithful support for our family
and ministry. We appreciate your partnership with us.
May God richly bless you.

NDP participants preparing for a painting project

Trimming bushes during NDP work time

Evangelism training during NDP

One of the NDP participants who worked in the gardens

CONGRATULATIONS
TYNDALE FAMILY!
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Congratulations Tyndale Family!
Seth Courage was born to Tom
and Amy Tyndale, Wednesday June
22, weighing 9 pounds, 10 ounces.
Congratulations to Tom and Amy and
to Courage’s five older brothers!
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“To Timothy, my dearly beloved son: Grace,
mercy, and peace, from God the Father and
Christ Jesus our Lord.”
1 Timothy 1:2

MR G | MIDDLE EAST

L

Our boys at the Dead Sea

With our new friend
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Language class: Commonly spoken sentences written with the English alphabet.
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anguage is the thread that binds a society
together. Within a language we share meaning, culture, and values. Within this shared
understanding we have a sense of community and
a sense of where we belong within that community.
In the above verse, Paul is speaking from a Middle
Eastern mindset. As I have been studying the local
language, I found a word that may have signified
what Paul meant when talking to Timothy. Habibi,
meaning “my beloved,” is a word used for close
family or friends.
Within this culture, relationships are everything. That is why my wife and I have taken this
period of our lives to carefully study the language.
When we were in Africa there were many places where we could get by without learning the
local language. In our current setting that is not
possible. Most people here know little to no English. This has brought challenges, but it has also
brought blessing.
In America there is a mindset that we are the
masters of our own destiny. In our current setting
we have little control of our situation. It has been
quite refreshing to sit back, relax, depend on God,
and depend on others to help us figure things out.
This has helped us develop deeper relationships
with the people with whom we come into contact.
One local man has helped us meet a lot of people
in the community. He sits outside each day and
talks to everyone that passes. He has explained
culture to us, taken us to church, and helped us
navigate cultural barriers. I see him almost every
day, and our families have become good friends.
Learning a new language in a different country has been intimidating at times, but I wouldn’t
change it for anything. I wouldn’t trade these hard
days for an easy path. I believe that the Lord is
strengthening our character for something bigger
in the future. I also believe that God has placed
us here to serve the church. We are not here to
be lone rangers, to ruffle feathers, or to bring an

American mindset to the church here. We are here to
serve, encourage, and strengthen the church of Jesus Christ.
With all that being said, we are glad to be here.
When we meet people on the street who need encouragement, it is a privilege to share a smile and an encouraging word with them. Our language ability is still very
limited, but we know enough words to convey friendship. As we go forward, we will continue to rely on God
for opportunities to share His love with each and every
person. Sharing God’s love with others is something
Christians can do not only in a foreign country, but in our
home country also, where our own language is spoken.
PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS
• We are thankful for the Lord’s help as we have settled
in. He has helped us with every detail (housing, a place
to worship, new friendships, etc.). Thank you for praying for these needs!
• The boys are adjusting well. They have made some
friends and have also enjoyed getting to see some of

•

•

•

•

the historical places here. The language barrier has
been a challenge for them. Please pray for their continued adjustment and for wisdom as we help them learn
and adjust.
Mr G is enrolled in an intensive language course
throughout the summer. This involves six hours of
class, four days a week. Please pray for understanding
as he studies large amounts of material. This has been
a real challenge!
We are thankful for several new relationships that the
Lord has given us with the people in our community.
Please pray that the Lord will shine through in our
interactions and that these would come to know Jesus
personally.
We have been able to connect with several churches
here. Several ministry opportunities have presented
themselves.
Please pray for the Lord’s direction: that we will know
where He would have us to minister and that we
would use our time wisely as we balance family, language study, and ministry.

EFM PODCAST

Listen & Subscribe

NEW EPISODES EVERY OTHER WEDNESDAY

efm-missions.org/podcast

Laura Geul, EFM Urban Missionary

Laura Geul

I

EDITOR’S NOTE: Join us in welcoming Laura Geul to the EFM missionary family! Laura was
born and raised in Florida. She is the daughter of Richard and Judy Geul and has an older brother
and sister. Since her early teen years she has had a keen interest in urban ministry, specifically
ministry to people experiencing homelessness and abuse. While studying at Allegheny Wesleyan
College, Laura had the opportunity to minister to ladies and youth in jail. She graduated from
AWC’s cross-cultural missions program in May 2022. She is now serving in Detroit MI with EFM’s
Urban Ministry Division.
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first visited Detroit in the summer of 2021. I went to
fulfill the missionary internship required for my degree
and quickly fell in love with the city. In fact, I travelled
back for Thanksgiving weekend and came again in
June of this year. My heart was thrilled with the diverse
ministries operating through the church and Awake Café.
I loved chatting with café customers, learning from the
employees, and connecting with people from the church.
Whenever I visited Detroit, I worked primarily with
the Sherman family. My tasks included observation in
the café and help with behind-the-scenes work. At the
church, I did various jobs with children’s Sunday school,
cleaning, etc. Although I did not foresee God calling me
there permanently, I developed a love for the people of
Detroit and a burden for their souls.
As my graduation from Allegheny Wesleyan College approached, God continually reminded me of my
internship experiences. During AWC’s spring revival, the
evangelist commented about the surety and satisfaction
that accompanies God’s will for our lives. His words struck
deeply and acted as a catalyst to some deep thinking. I
consequently embarked on a search to know the Lord’s
will beyond the shadow of a doubt. I brought specific
questions and concerns to Him, and He responded in the
most unexpected, yet reassuring ways to show me His call
to Detroit. When I asked Him for clear instruction from His
Word, He sweetly reminded me of John 15:16, the verse He
had used to call me to missions in the spring of 2021. The
words “that ye should go” were particularly powerful and
brought me needed clarity.
Through all my searching and decision making, I
revel in the fact that missions is ordained by God. From
the very beginning, He has pursued lost souls. Both the
Old and New Testaments prove His mission to reconcile
the world to Himself and reveal His plan to involve willing men and women in that process. In addition, I know
what Jesus did for me personally. His love freed me from
MISSIONARY HERALD

the sin and heartache by which I was chained. He introduced me to a deep peace and an everlasting love which
compel me to go share the Gospel with others who are
broken and in need of a Savior.
Outside of ministry, I enjoy the great outdoors. My
Floridian blood always draws me to water and sunshine!
I also like to spend time with animals, journal, listen to
audio books, and research.

Transformed by Christ
in Honduras

L-R: Pastor Amaldo, Kedin, Rixi, and Sister Edy
Rixi was demon possessed but wanted to
be free. Pastor Amaldo worked and prayed
until she was free and had accepted Christ.
Rixi’s husband Kedin saw such a difference
in her that he gave his heart to God as well.
Now they are serving in their local church!
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Connect the
dots in the
picture below
to make a
sunflower,
then color it.
Remember that
sunflowers are
bright yellow!
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Connect the dots
to make this
delicious summer
treat ... color it to
show your
favorite flavor ...
If it were real, you
would have to eat
it quickly so it
wouldn't melt

Wow, it's
been sort of
a hot
summer,
hasn't it? I
hope you
have found
shade
somewhere
or some
cool air!

But my tomato
plants have
LOVED the
sunshine and the
heat! Even
though I have
not been very
pp
June 2022_
thrilled with the
Winners
hot weather, I'm Differences b
etween pictu
happy that my
res
1. Belinda P
tomatoes have
2. Morgan H eters, OH
done well. God
erring, KS
3
.
W
a
d
e
McIn
makes even
4. Ella McIn tosh, OH
what seems
to
5. Ashlyn Sc sh, OH
bad into
haper, IN
something good!
PP

Kids, have you been to VBS or kids' camp this summer? I hope so! Connect the dots in the pictures
above and color the pictures. Tell Elizabeth Albertson what the pictures are by emailing her at
elizabethalbertson@4efm.org or calling her at 8122757531. From among those who call or write, we
would like to choose five and give them a prize and print their names on a future Kids' Page.
Steven E. Hight

What Were They Doing When God Called?
David and Marilyn Middleton

David Middleton in elementary school

David and Marilyn’s wedding, June 1968
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Peru, South America was the place David and
Marilyn Middleton began their missionary
journey. They were the first to serve there with
their denomination. Later they returned to
Hobe Sound, Florida, where David needed to
complete some work for his degree. Contacted
by Friends of Missions, they agreed to go to
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, and
arrived there December 20, 1981. God gave
them clear leadership as they established a
new work there. On January 1, 2001, Friends
of Missions merged into Evangelistic Faith
Missions, and the Middletons served with EFM
until their retirement in mid-2017.
- Steven E. Hight
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D

David and Marilyn on an informal date during
Bible college years

avid and Marilyn Middleton were both raised in
Christian homes marked by an interest in missions.
David was saved at a young age under the ministry of
Rev. Harry Stanley, a missionary to Haiti, and his youthful
heart was sanctified on the same evening. Sometime
later, still a child, he felt the Lord say, “Son, I want you to
preach for me; I want you to preach for me tomorrow.”
Determined to mind God, David ran into the kitchen to
tell his mother, who had a wise answer for him: “Tomorrow means when you are older and have prepared in
Bible school for ministry.” He accepted her response,
cultivated his desire to serve God and do well, and felt
that someday he would minister in South America.
Later he received a meaningful high school graduation gift, a one-month trip to Haiti, where he tried
to learn some Creole. He preached his very first sermon there, and it was through an interpreter! He had
planned to preach from an Old Testament text, but
when he learned that this congregation only had New
Testaments, he had to quickly adapt – an early lesson in

board, they spent six months in Key West, Florida, preparing for missionary service. Going back north, they
took a pastorate while David finished a study course for
ordination. Candidates for ordination were required to
pastor for at least two years, but the Middletons pastored for four, and David was beginning to get anxious
about fulfilling his missionary call. As they have looked
back in recent years, they have been thankful for those
pastoral years.
Their denomination had been given an existing
work in Peru. After working through transition details
over a year’s time, they sent David and Marilyn there. The
Middletons served that field for about seven years, fulfilling David’s impression that some day he might serve in
South America.
–Adapted from interviews with the Middletons

missionary flexibility.
Marilyn’s father was a World War II veteran who gave
his monthly government checks to missions, and her
parents supported missions in other ways as well. She
was saved in her early teens during a revival meeting.
Later that same evening she was praying in her room
and felt God’s call to missions.
Following her high school graduation, Marilyn
took a practical nursing course, worked for a year, and
then went to Hobe Sound Bible College to study Bible,
music, and Spanish. It was there that she received a clear
witness to her sanctification. She worked at a nearby
hospital while a student. David was at HSBC at that time
and was a member of Commandos for Christ, a group
that went to various places of amusement to witness to
people. He graduated in May 1968.
Not long before their June 1968 wedding David
and Marilyn attended the annual conference of her denomination, where the leaders showed interest in their
desire for missionary work. Approved by the conference
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The Middletons in Cuba, 2008

IN MEMORY of

11

Field
Updates
August 2022

Sign up to receive our weekly Prayer and Praise emails
by calling 812-275-7531 or emailing Elizabeth Albertson
at elizabethalbertson@4efm.org.

Liberia
Jonathan and Gladys Judson spent a month in Liberia
teaching at institute sites, speaking in churches, and holding a marriage seminar. Feedback from students was that
the teaching was wonderful and very helpful. While this was
the Judsons’ first visit to Liberia, their experience in many
cultures helped them to be effective.
Our Liberian leadership team is working to open a new
Christian high school. Pray that God will give wisdom as positions are filled. Pray that this new ministry will have great
spiritual impact on students and their families.

Thailand
The Lord has been helping Jake Litchfield as he teaches regularly in a Thai church. Someone told him that he is
speaking clearly and that his Thai grammar is good. Continue to pray for the Litchfields’ ministry in this church and the
spiritual growth of the believers. In July the Litchfields hosted a young Burmese man for one-on-one Bible teaching.

in regards to their adoption of a Honduran daughter.
Pray that the girl’s paperwork will be completed at the
right time.
Earnestly pray with us for God’s provision of the right
director for the medical center.
A pastoral couple, Amaldo and Edy (pictured on
page 8), are being threatened by a family member and
have fled their home for safety. God has mightily used
them through the years in helping many who were demon possessed find liberty and salvation in Christ.

Guatemala
In June Keith and Crystal Schaper made a trip to Guatemala to help the school with planning. The local staff is
doing very well. We are currently doing some remodeling of
former missionary residences so they can be rented to help
support the ministry.

Urban Ministries Division

Honduras
We are praising
the Lord for what He is
accomplishing. In June,
legal paperwork for a
clinic agreement with
the Secretary of Health
was completed. In July,
a sponsored nursing
student completed her
studies and began working at the clinic.
The Meltons are
sharing in services in
the States through
the end of August.
They are thankful for a
recent answer to prayer

First meal in the newly renovated fellowship hall of Awake Café, Detroit Michigan

We are excited to
welcome a new urban
missionary, Laura Geul, to
the EFM family! (See page
8 for an introduction to
Laura.) Pray for Laura as
she continues to explore
the opportunities God
has for her in US cities.
The renovation
of the space adjoining the dining area of
Awake Café is finished.
Services and other
ministry activities will
happen there. We are
very thankful for all who
gave and worked for
this project.

